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TAILBY& GEORGE 


During the 1920s well-respected Derbyshire independent Tailby 
& George began a service between Burton and Derby. The route 
passed through Newton Solney, Repton, Willington and Findern 
and saw fierce competition from the already established Trent 
Motor Traction service. Tailby & George subsequently expanded 
its operation to include a second route between Derby and 
Burton, this time via Etwall, Egginton and Stretton. 

On 9 October 1939, the company became Tailby & George 
Ltd, entering a period of steady and reliable service trading as 


Blue Bus Services. On 1 December 1973, the then proprietors of 
the company, a Mr and Mrs Marshall took the decision to retire. 
Following much speculation the company was sold to Derby 
Corporation at a cost of £212,039. 

A gradual integration of the fleet, livery and, notably, working 
practices took place, such that by early 1976 the future of the 
Willington depot was in doubt. 

At 23.05 on the night of Monday 5 January 1976 the last 
vehicle to return to the garage was parked up and the premises 
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NEWS PLUS 6 

The latest news from the world of bus preservation and beyond. 

CHANNEL CONNECTIONS 12 

A preserved East Kent AEC Regent V recalls the late-1970s Sealink era 
as DAVID JUKES and DAVID THOMPSON report. 

RETURN JOURNEY: MORE CHANNEL CONNECTIONS 18 

We look at East Kent vehicles serving the channel ports and coastal 
towns during the 1970s. 

ON THE ROAD 22 

DAVID JUKES presents a selection of mature vehicles at work in 
North America. 

FLEET OF FAITH 26 

No fleet of preserved vehicles fulfils as many varied roles as that of 
His Church. NICK LARKIN reports. 

COACHING CLASSICS: GET ME TO THE PLANE ON TIME! 32 

A round-up of some of the coaches used on the Rail-air service between 
Reading and Heathrow, plus an onward service to Gatwick if required! 

ENSIGN’S EXTRAVAGANZA 36 

JOHN G. LIDSTONE appreciates the 2017 Ensignbus Vintage Bus 
Running Day. 

PRINCE REGENT 40 

The 70th anniversary of Brighton, Hove & District’s last open-staircase 
was marked by Tilling No 6098 (GJ 2098) as DAVID JUKES describes. 

GET THE BODY OF YOUR DREAMS 46 

ASHLEY BLACKMAN examines bus and coach bodywork. 

AFTER THEY WERE FAMOUS: CLUB OUTINGS 50 

Scouts, Guides, Morris Dancers and others all needed to reach their 
venues — here’s how! 

PANORAMIC DELIGHT 52 

A Greater Glasgow PTE Leyland Atlantean has recently returned to 
the road. SIMON GILL reports. 

DESTINATIONS - LOST AND FOUND! 58 

GRAHAM BROWN provides the latest restoration update of his 
W. Gash & Sons Daimler CVD6. 

THE MODEL PAGE 64 

NIGEL APPLEFORD examines EFE’s models of Wright-bodied Dennis 
and Scania chassis. 

OFF ROUTE 68 

What has happened to an East Yorkshire AEC Renown? NICK LARKIN 
has the answerto this and other questions. 


BUSMART 71/1 

B&CP’s comprehensive advertising section, where you can buy or sell 
any bus-related item. 



locked. It had been 
the first day back at work following the long New Year 
holiday and, as was normal practice, the entire fleet had 
been fuelled on its return ready for the next day. In all 19 
buses and a van were in the garage when, at 23.25 smoke 
was reported issuing from the building. By the time the fire 
service arrived the entire garage area was engulfed and the 
fleet wiped out effectively marking the end of over 50 years 
of Tailby & George. 


MAIN PICTURE: Blue Bus Services of Willington 1969 
Willowbrook-bodied Bedford VAL70 BRB 674G is seen outside 
Repton School in September 1970. The bus later became Derby 
36 and still exists today as a derelict caravan in Henstridge. 

UPPER RIGHT: 1969 Daimler Fleetline/Alexander NRA 49J lays 
over in Derby bus station. 

LOWER RIGHT: Blue Bus was an early customer of the Dennis 
Loline taking two with Willowbrook bodies in 1957/58. Seen 
here in 1975, having passes to Derby City Transport, is 1957- 
built DSI (465 FRB). It later received full Derby colours. 

Pictures: PRESBUS ARCHIVE 


COVER: East Kent Park Royal-bodied AEC Regent V GJG 739D 
is resplendent in the Sealink livery once carried by three of its 
sisters. Find out more about its restoration on page 12. 

DAVID JUKES 
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YWBC 


We are 
pleased to 
announce our 
new 

“Showbus” 
TWM 1266 
Leyland Lynx 
Look out for 
us in 2017 at 
Rallies across 
the UK 


YARDLEY WOOD BUS CLUB 


CMNL NORTHCORD ADL ENVIRO 400 


LATEST & “FINAL” BT RELEASES 


HACHETT 1:43 PART WORK MODELS 


NEW ADDITIONS £15 


CONTACT ADDRESS 


UPDATED RALLY DATES FOR 2018 SEASON 


HC-27 NEOPLAN SKYLINER—GERMANY 
HC-25 CITROEN 46 DP UAD—FRANCE 
HC-26 FORD THAMES ET7—MALTA 
HC-29 GM TDH 3610 “Rosa Parks” - USA 

LIMITED STOCK ARE AS FOLLOWS: 
HC-22 BERLIET CRUSAIR 3—FRANCE 
HC-30 BERLIET PHL 10 “GRAND RAID” 

Subject to Availability 

See the Full List on the “Home Page” at 
www.ywbc.co.uk 


POSTAL CHARGES FROZEN AGAIN UNTIL MARCH 2018 

For Models Posted Out Together 
UK Rates: 1 Model = £3: Each Additional Model £1.50 each 
Europe Rates: 1 Model = £4: Each Additional Model £2 each 
Worldwide Rates: £5 per Model 
Payment by Cheque, Cash, Bank Transfer 
We now accept Debit / Credit cards 

www.ywbc.co.uk 

Email Address: turland@btinternet.com 

07814 403173 


76SB-001 
RIBBLE 
SARO BUS 


SOUTHERN VECTIS 
BRISTOL LODEKKA LD6G 

£20 rrp £24.99 


B117A: 520, KDL416 
16 Blackgang 


B117B: 563, SDL 268 
8 Ryde Esplanade 


NEW MODELS ARRIVING SOON 

UK-6501 GO AHEAD LONDON—ADL ENVIRO 400 2 Door 

(E400H, EH108, YY66 OZP(14 Warren Street) Jan-18 

UK-6502 NATIONAL EXPRESS WEST MIDLANDS 

6126, SN15 LGV (BRANDED 50) (50 Birmingham) Jan-18 

UK-6503 STAGECOACH LONDON ADL 400 2 Door 

10347, SN16 OLO (498 Brentwood) FEB-18 

UK-6504 STAGECOACH IN OXFORDSHIRE 

10684, SN66 WHC (3 Rose Hill) Feb-18 

UK-6505 READING BUSES—ADL ENVIRO 400 

758, YX64 VRU (17 Tilehurst) Apr-18 

UK-6506 FIRST BRISTOL—ADL ENVIRO 400 

33960, SN65 ZCU (1 Broomhill) Apr-18 

PRE-ORDER NOW 


OXFORD MODELS NOW AVAILABLE 

JUST £15 +£3 P&P 



76BI-002 


MAIDSTONE & DISTRICT 

BEADLE 


SOUTHERN VECTIS 
BRISTOL MW6G 

£15 rrp £18.99 


B210A: 806, FDL927D 
5 East Cowes, Trinity Wharf 


B210B: 804, FDL925D 
39 Ventnor 


CORGI MODELS £30 
46618A S/C LONDON—NBFL (Pride Livery) 
8 Bow Church 

46513 Harry Potter - Wright Eclipse Gemini 
Warner Bros. Studios 


£40 


RRP 

£55.99 


Still Available £25 

46615A ARRIVA LONDON “COCA COLA” 
137 Streatham Hill 

46615B ARRIVA LONDON “COCA COLA” 
137 Oxford Circus 


-NBFL 


-NBFL 


YARDLEY WOOD BUS CLUB 
71 TAYLOR ROAD 
KINGS HEATH 
BIRMINGHAM B13 0PB 

26 Feb Swansea Bus Museum 
at their NEW premises at 

2 Viking Way, Swansea 
Enterprise Park 

24/25 Mar Manchester 
Spring Spectacular Transport 
Collectors Market at 
Manchester Bus Museum 

1st & 2nd April 
Transport Museum Wythall 
Easter Sunday and Monday 
Open & Running Days 

LATER DATES 

FOR 2018 WILL BE IN 
THE NEXT EDITION 

SERVICE WITH A 

SMILE AT YWBC 
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And its a happy new year from us 


Welcome to yet another year. 2018 marks 
the 20th anniversary of Bus & Coach 
Preservation — the magazine that many 
doubted there was a need for! ‘You’ll 
never fill the pages’ they said. ‘It will be an 
endless succession of rally reports.’ Well 
here we are 20 years on and still going 
strong. Yes, we have brought you hundreds 
of rally reports alongside hundreds of 
featured restorations, endless quantities 
of advice on practical matters, museum 
features — the list goes on. 

Now all this takes its toll. B&CP was 
never expected, not even by me, to grow 
to become so successful, and along with 
its associated mail order service and rally 
stand selling books etc has grown into quite 
an enterprise. Like the rest of you, I am not 
getting any younger, and a recent bout of 
ill health, from which I am now thankfully 
recovering has caused Sandra and I to look 
carefully at the future. 

We are still mulling this over, but it 
remains our intention to continue to bring 
you the magazine each month so long as 
it remains viable. In this respect we may 
have to make some changes. Rising costs 
particular that of paper, which is imported, 
need to be addressed and some adjustment 


to the cover price, as is usually the case at 
this time of year, will have to be considered, 
but the biggest changes will involve other 
aspects of Presbus Publishing. 

In this respect, our mail order service 
will close down on 31 January, so if you 
have vouchers please cash them in before 
then. We are also expecting to reduce 
our presence on the rally scene, attending 
a selected number of indoor trade fairs 
throughout the coming season. 

As mentioned, I have not been too well 
of late, and last month for the first time 
in those 20 glorious years, I was not in 
a position to put the magazine together 
myself. 

Thanks are due in abundance to 
David Jukes who so admirably took on 
the challenge. He did so well that we let 
him loose on this issue too with equally 
impressive results — thanks again David. 

It’s Rally Guide time again! Please do 
not delay in submitting your entries for 
2018 to Nigel Appleford (nigel-appleford@ 
btinternet.com), who is poised and waiting 
to add you to our list! Please make sure you 
contact Nigel as soon as possible, and in 
any event before the 31 January. 

PHILIP LAMB 




February 2018 


5 




















Slacks’ Avenger Goes to Cobus 


A Plaxton Embassy-bodied 
Commer Avenger IV new to 
Fairclough of Lostock is being 
restored to as-new condition 
by Cobus of Scarborough. The 


Commer, registered 878 YTE 
and fitted with a TS3 three- 
cylinder two-stroke diesel 
engine, was stored by Slacks 
Coaches of Matlock for around 


35 years. It was moved to 
Cobus in late-November 2017 
and will be restored to Class 6 
condition for use on heritage 
and special private hire work. 


Transportation from Matlock to 
Scarborough was provided by 
J Cooper & Sons of Killamarsh. 
Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Pictures: TOM YOUNG 



Bus for Portsmouth’s Homeless Unveiled 


Stagecoach South has supported a 
Portsmouth community project to create 
additional shelter for the city’s homeless. 
Stagecoach South donated Alexander 
RL-bodied Volvo Olympian 16752 


(R752 DRJ) in March 2017, since when its 
interior has been fitted out with a kitchen, 
toilet and bunkbeds for 12 people. 

The bus was unveiled by project leaders 
Joanne Vines and Sammy Ellen at Fratton 


Park, Portsmouth Football Club’s ground, 
on 26 November 2017 before relocation to 
its new home in the city centre alongside 
St Agatha’s Church. 

Report: STEVE THORPE 
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Coombs Closure 

Coombs Travel of Weston-Super-Mare has 
closed after 52 years of trading following 
the death of its owner Brian Coombs. 

An on-line dispersal auction, conducted 
by Gordon Brothers in December 2017, 
saw 24 coaches for sale including 300 
AYG, a 1962 Plaxton Embassy-bodied 
Bedford VAS1 converted to a camper and 
stored in derelict condition (pictured), 
and A158 EPA, a 1984 ex-London 
Country Plaxton Paramount 3200-bodied 
Leyland Tiger in poor condition. Both 
were advertised for spares, repair or 
restoration. 

Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: COOMBS TRAVEL 



John Woodhams Calls it a Day 



First EFE 2018 Release Announced 


John Woodhams surrendered his Vintage 
Tours of Ryde (Isle of Wight) operating 
licence in November 2017 after 30 years 
running vintage coaches on the island and 
UK mainland. Vintage Tours was founded 
by John to operate occasional tours with 
restored vintage motor coaches. It later 
developed a small programme of rail- 
based continental touring holidays, almost 
all of which John Woodhams personally 
escorted. 

Although John will no longer be using 
his own vintage Bedford coaches (OB/ 
Duple Vista CCF 648 and WTB/Duple 
JT 8077), he will continue his personally- 
supervised UK and continental touring 
holidays. 

The OB is currently operated by 
Mervyn’s Coaches of Innersdown, near 
Winchester (telephone: 01962 774574 or 
e-mail: mervynscoaches@btconnect.com). 
Report & picture: JOHN WAKEFIELD 


The first EFE model for 2018 
will be a South Yorkshire 
PTE-liveried BETAEC 
Reliance. The model will 
represent 336 NKT, a 1961 
former Maidstone & District 
Weymann-bodied AEC 
Reliance which was one of four 
operated by Booth & Fisher 
from 1973 until the company’s 
acquisition by South Yorkshire 


PTE in 1975. Booth & 

Fisher was kept as a separate 
company by the PTE for a 
few years with the Reliances 
retained and repainted into 
PTE livery. 

The model, to be designated 
E24332, will carry SYPTE 
fleetnumber 1087 with Booth 
& Fisher legal lettering. A new 
feature of this model is the 


addition of mirrors, one of 
several improvements planned 
by EFE-owner Bachmann 


for existing castings. 
Recommended retail price is 
£29.95. 
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Coopers’ Leyland Tiger For Sale 



1986 Van Hool Alizee-bodied Leyland 
Tiger SIW 2778, new to Travellers of 
Hounslow registered D232 HMT, is 
offered for preservation by Graham 
Cooper, director of Coopers Tours of 
Killamarsh. The Tiger has been owned 
by Coopers for several years after service 
with Hatts of Chippenham, Hedingham 
and District, and Caring Coaches of 
Bolsover. It is in good condition with a 
current class 6 MoT and is fitted with a 
chairlift and removable seats, so may suit a 
disabled persons club or organisation. 

It is for sale as considered too old for 
frontline duties. Graham Cooper will 
accept reasonable offers for preservation or 
further PCV use but does not want it to go 
for scrap or a caravan. Prospective buyers 
should contact Graham on 01142 482859. 
Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 


North Weald’s Early Christmas Present 


London Transport was great at 
organising most things, but one 
thing they did not get right was 
the standard of shelter from the 
elements in the 1940s. Tubular 
frame and flat roof shelters were 
commonplace from Windsor to 
Gravesend and all points in between 
but surviving examples are few. 

The Epping-Ongar Railway 
decided to seek one for 
reinstatement at its North Weald 
Station as a working example of 
times past. Said Railway Managing 
Director Roger Wright: Tt is 
important we try to replicate what 
travel was like for our heritage 
railway customers who arrive by bus. 
We have our beautiful RTs, we issue 
Gibson bus tickets and Edmondson 
railway tickets, and we have a 
traditional bus stop flag. But what 
could be better than a traditional 
bus shelter?’ 

The shelter was refurbished 
before erection and, just like the 
joke about buses always coming in 
pairs, there is the possibility of a 
second shelter! What will complete 
the set is a London Transport 
timeclock; does anyone know of one 
the railway can have? 

Picture: KEITH VALLA 
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Titan Found in the 
United States 

Former Eastbourne Corporation No 13 
(JK 9111), the first of six East Lancashire¬ 
bodied Le/land Titan PD Is acquired by 
the operator in 1946, was found extant 
in Houston, Texas, during November 
2017 by Gary Crabtree. 

The Titan was converted to open- 
top form in the winter of 1961/62 and 
remained in Eastbourne service until 
May 1968, when exported to Houston’s 
Royal Coach Inn. 

Gary Crabtree is looking to buy the 
bus for use as a room in a house as, 
although parked outside and vandalised, 
the PD I is still in one piece and possibly 
restorable. 

Picture: GARY CRABTREE 



Rare VAL Seeks New Home 


A rare Bedford VAL 14 with non-PSV 
Road Transport Services (RTS) bodywork 
is looking for a new home. GNF 95IE was 
new to ABC Television of Manchester in 
March 1967, operating for its Granada 
TV associated company as an outside 
broadcast vehicle. 

It came south to Thames Television in 
1968 before passing to Sony Broadcast 
as part of its High Definition Video 
System division in 1986. The VAL was 


sold to current owner Howard Burford of 
Wootton (Isle of Wight) in February 1992 
and converted into a motor home. 

Writes Mr Burford in a letter to the 
HCVS Magazine: 'Sadly we are soon to part 
with our VAL for several reasons including 
increasing maturity, but that is quite another 
story.’ Anyone wanting to purchase the VAL 
can contact Howard on 01983 883911. 
Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: RICHARD HAUGHEY 



New Epping Ongar Railway Event 


'Everything has Doors’ is a new event to be 
held at North Weald station on 18 February 
2018 which, as the name suggests, is one 
for buses without an open platform. 

'We have looked in the back of our 


bus events for 2018: the London Transport 
Weekend will take place on 12/13 May 
and the Railway’s main bus event, which 
has yet to be given a working title, will be 
held on 7 October. 


Got a story? 

Our newshound Nigel Appleford’s food 
bowl needs your input. He is sitting quietly 
waiting for you to feed him stories, please 
e-mail: nigel.appleford@btinternet.com. 

Don’t let the poor dog starve! 


store sheds and found some vehicles that 
have not been seen on the roads for some 
years,’ said EOR Managing Director 
Roger Wright. 'For this event, even our 
beloved RTs on route 339 will be replaced 
by doored-vehicles, so it is an ideal time to 
visit and get warm on some vehicles you 
will not have seen for some years. 

'And there could be chances to get 
some different night shots as it will still be 
getting dark early.’ 

Roger is not giving away too many 
details yet, but there could be single 
and double-deck green and red-liveried 
vehicles involved — providing the shock 
of the cold does not upset them first! 

The EOR has also announced two other 
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Rare Karrier Update 


The Plaxton-bodied Karrier 
BFD3023 restored by the 
Walsh Brothers has been 


sold to a Zimbabwean owner 
for use as a motor home. As 
reported in B&CP’s October 


2017 issue, the Karrier was 
restored by Kenny and Ray 
Walsh after lying derelict at 


Lawton’s for a number of 
years. 

Picture: DEREK GORDON 



Whippet Fiesta 746 FEW 


The future of 746 FEW, the 1962 Yeates 
Fiesta-bodied Bedford SB5 new to 
Whippet Coaches, is currently uncertain. 
Restoration was started at the then 
Whippet depot at Fenstanton after its 


rescue in a very derelict condition from 
Martin Perry’s yard at Bromyard in 
February 2000. 

Work progressed well with full overhaul 
of engine, transmission and chassis 


together with substantial body re-framing. 
But the project stalled in 2009 when its 
restorer left the company and the Bedford 
was left in a workshop corner. 

It was moved to an open yard in the 
Cambridgeshire village of Graveley when 
the Lee family sold Whippet to Tower 
Transit in November 2014. It was in the 
care of Peter Lee, who attempted to find 
more suitable undercover accommodation 
for this rare coach, and in June 2017 it 
moved to Kenzies of Shepreth, again in 
the open but now on hard standing and 
covered with a tarpaulin. 

Peter is still trying to get the coach under 
cover, but such storage with space and 
facilities for restoration is difficult to find in 
Cambridgeshire. He may consider selling 
746 FEW to someone able to complete the 
Bedford’s restoration as it clearly too much 
of a task for Peter to do on his own. 

Anyone who can assist with undercover 
storage or is able to complete the 
restoration is asked to contact Peter Lee 
at: peterhlee@outlook.com. 

Report and picture: JOHN WAKEFIELD 



10 


www.presbuspublishing.com 


























Three OBs Change Hands 


Three Duple Vista-bodied 
Bedford OBs have recently 
been acquired by new owners. 

CCF 669, new to Chambers 
of Bures in June 1950 and 
remaining in their ownership 
until 2009, was sold by 
subsequent owner David 
Rundell to garage owner 
and classic car enthusiast 
Ray Herritts of Stafford in 
September 2017 for further 
preservation. 

GED 797, new to Phillip 
Bell of Warrington in October 
1950 and latterly with Stephen 
Rumbelow of Northwich, 
passed to Ron Gooding of 
Hampton in October 2017. 

It requires full restoration by 
C & G Coachworks of Much 
Wenlock, which is currently 
restoring another OB for Ron, 
1950 ex-Lunn of Rothwell 
JWU 307. 

Finally, former Kirby of 
Bushey Heath LUR 446, 
which was restored by Brian 
Stevens of Great Bromley in 
2011/12, was sold to Ages Past 
of Eversley in November 2017. 
This brings the Ages Past OB 
fleet to five; the others are 
LSU 857, FJB 267, KEL 94 
and KNN 314. 

Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 



Picture: GEOFF SHEPPARD 


Picture: STEPHEN RUMELOW 



KIRBYS 


Hippy VAL to Become Motorhome 


NDL 556G, a former Shotters of 
Brighstone (Isle of Wight) 1969 Plaxton 
Panorama Elite-bodied Bedford VAL70, 


has been acquired by Peter Barker of 
Roydon-based Barkerbus for restoration 
into a high-class motorhome. 


The VAL passed to Moss of Sandown 
in March 1974 then to Nash of Enfield 
for preservation in 1984. It had become 
a caravan by 1996 and noted at various 
Suffolk traveller sites. 

Kristina Carpedlem of Bristol acquired 
the VAL by 2013 for use as living 
accommodation for a musical travelling 
circus show, later advertising it for sale on 
an internet auction site in July 2017. Peter 
Barker, who already owns VBD 310H as 
part of the Barkerbus heritage fleet, plans 
to restore NDL 556G as a motor home for 
his family with the outside looking more 
like a coach and its roof pod removed. 
Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: TEAPOTCIRCUS’ 
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Channel 

The East Kent Road Car Company's contract operations included 
connecting bus services between the principal railways stations and 
port facilities at Dover and Folkestone for cross-channel shipping lines. 
Preserved East Kent AEC Regent V GJG 739D recalls the late-1970s 
Sealink era as DAVID JUKES and DAVID THOMPSON report. 



The channel ports of Dover and Folkestone 
have experienced contrasting fortunes 
since the Channel Tunnel’s opening 
in May 1994. Dover remains Europe’s 
busiest passenger port with around 13 
million passenger and five million vehicle 
movements per annum while Folkestone’s 
final ferry service departed in 2000. 

THE PORT OF DOVER 

Dover’s Western Docks were developed 
from 1847 with the Admiralty Pier’s 
construction and its subsequent extension 
between 1897 and 1909 with the building 
of the port’s Eastern Arm and Southern 
Breakwater. Admiralty Pier was first 
rail-served in 1860 with Dover Marine 
station built between 1912 and 1914 to 
ease transfer to the railway-owned cross¬ 
channel ships, although the First World 
War prevented its opening for public use 
until 1919. Rail services ceased with the 
Channel Tunnel’s opening (as did ferry 
services from Admiralty Pier), after which 
the station was modified to serve as a 
road-served cruise terminal. The Western 
Docks were also served by cross-channel 
hovercraft from 1968 to the early-2000s. 

The Eastern Docks is a more recent 
development; its first roll-on roll-off 
(Ro-Ro) ferry berths were constructed in 
1953 before increased passenger demand 
necessitated the construction of further 
berths in 1965 and 2005. 

FOLKESTONE HARBOUR 

The Folkestone Harbour Company was 
acquired by the South Eastern Railway in 
1842 which, two years later, constructed 
a steeply-graded railway line between 
the harbour and its mainline. Folkestone 
Harbour railway station opened in 1849 
and the adjacent berths were used as the 
railway company’s principal port for its 
continental traffic to Boulogne. 

To this would later be added services 
to Calais and Ostend while the port’s 
facilities were improved in 1971/2 with the 
construction of a Ro-Ro ramp to service 
two new Sealink ferries, MVs Hengist and 
Horsa (named after legendary brothers 
who led the Angles, Saxons and Jutes 
in their 5th century invasion of Britain), 
which were joined on the Boulogne route 
by MV Vortigern (built as a dual-purpose 
train and Ro-Ro ferry in 1969 and named 
after the 5th century King of the Britons) 
from 1979. Folkestone’s ferry services 
all but ceased when the Channel Tunnel 


opened, with the last — Hover speed’s 
SeaCat — relocating to Ramsgate in 2000. 

FROM RAIL TO ROAD 

Changing travelling habits led to a 
reduction in boat trains to both ports. 
Dover’s Eastern Docks were not rail- 
served while trains to and from Folkestone 
Harbour had to reverse at Folkestone 
Junction. It was considered by Sealink 
— then British Rail’s ferry operating 
subsidiary — in 1970 that their ferry 
services from Dover would be equally well 
served by regular dedicated bus services 


run directly between Dover Priory 
railway station and the ferry terminals — 
intending ferry passengers could therefore 
join any mainline rail service to Dover 
Priory instead of an occasional direct boat 
train. Folkestone followed suit in 1975 
with a direct service between the Harbour 
and Folkestone Central railway station. 

Local National Bus Company (NBC) 
subsidiary East Kent was contracted to 
provide these services, which operated 
until 1991/92 (by which time the Sealink 
ferries were privately owned by the 
succeeding Stena Sealink Line) using a 
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C? 



CAPEL 


Sealink 


variety of vehicles. These included three 
Park Royal-bodied AEC Regent Vs — 
GJG 756/759/760D — that were smartly 
turned out in Sealink’s rail blue and white 
house colours, none of which survive. 

But it is time to introduce identical 
GJG 739D which is recently restored in 
the Sealink livery once carried by its late 
sisters. Its owner David Thompson takes 
up the story... 

GJG 739D 

I bought 739, a 1966 AEC Regent 
V with Park Royal bodywork, from 
Jonathan and Adrian Baxter in 
October 2009 with the intention 
of completing the restoration. It 
has been a joint project with Brian 
Bailey, without whom it would 
never have happened, and I am 
indebted to him for his assistance 
and commitment over the years. 


GJG 739D was delivered to East Kent 
during January 1966 in the traditional 
burgundy and cream livery and allocated 
to Thanet. It was converted to one- 
man operation in September 1971 
and repainted NBC poppy red during 
September 1972. Fleet number 7739 was 
applied in May 1977 upon the introduction 
of a conventional fleet numbering system 
after years of East Kent booking non¬ 
duplicating registration numbers. 


Main picture: This style of Park Royal 
bodywork first appeared in the East 
Kent fleet on its 1961 delivery of AEC 
Regent Vs and remained as standard 
on subsequent batches of the type. The 
square-rigged bodywork featured single¬ 
skin roof domes and high-set shallow 
upper-deck windows. 739 is parked on 
the Old Dover Road at Capel-le-Ferne 
with Folkestone and the English Channel 
beyond. DAVID JUKES 


Far left: An overview of Sealink’s 
Folkestone Harbour operations at an 
unknown date during the late-1970s/ 
early-1980s. Beyond the NBC poppy 
red-liveried East Kent AEC Regent V is 
Folkestone Harbour railway station, most 
of which remains in place today although 
the large footbridge and the buildings 
behind the station have been removed. 
BRIAN BAILEY COLLECTION 

Left: 739 in traditional East Kent livery 
on Margate’s Northdown Road with a 
Thanet-based route 50 working. 

DAVID THOMPSON COLLECTION 
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Above, left to right: 739 was converted to 
driver-only operation in 1971, work 
that required the angling of the nearside 
cab window to provide a sufficiently- 
sized opening in the front bulkhead for 
fare transactions. An application of 
NBC corporate poppy red was made 
in 1972. 

739 spent some of its post-East Kent 
service life as a staff bus for Kent-based 
Betteshanger Farms, retaining poppy red 
livery and its folding ‘pay on entry — exact 
fares please’ signs fitted by East Kent. 

739 was used by Western National as 
a driver training vehicle before sale for 
preservation. 

All: DAVID THOMPSON COLLECTION 

The Regent also operated out of Deal, 
Ashford, Folkestone and Dover until its 
July 1981 withdrawal. From December 
1981 it had eight subsequent owners 
including Betteshanger Farms, where it 


was used for staff transport, and Western 
National with which it saw service as a 
driver training vehicle. 

RESTORATION BECKONS 

When we first visited 739 at Crosskeys’ 
yard in Folkestone it was in a very sorry 
state and the task of restoration seemed 
enormous (and so it turned out to be!). 
However, the inside was packed with 
useful parts and it was obvious that a great 
deal of work had already been done in the 
distant past. 

A new roof was fitted, and the lower 
body panels replaced by a previous owner. 
But during years of outside storage, water 
had penetrated the perished window 
rubbers, worked its way under the body 
panels and rotted most of the framework 
below the upper deck. The rear was held 
together with little more than fresh air. 


It was at this point we met Martin 
Willets at a bus running day and found he 
had some experience of bus restoration, 
particularly with a Regent V. His help has 
been tremendous, and he has become a 
good friend too — his enthusiasm has 
kept us going through some hard and 
challenging times. 

REBUILDING 

We began with the bold idea of doing most 
of the restoration ourselves... But it was 
soon apparent we lacked the necessary 
skills, tools and facilities to carry out major 
bodywork reconstruction and so this was 
contracted to a specialist company. 

Some four years later, after a lot of 
stress, disappointment, lost parts and 
hassle, we took delivery of a vehicle which 
now contained a large amount of new 
metal from the waistband downwards 



14 


www.presbuspublishing.com 






















Opposite page, bottom and insets: 

The Sealink-liveried Regent Vs also 
served Dover Priory railway station and 
the Port of Dover. 739 waits outside 
the former’s entrance, which was 
reconstructed by the Southern Railway 
between 1930 and 1932. 

The driver’s cab of 739 seen through 
the bulkhead opening provided for fare 
transactions when one person operated. 
Working space was limited when turning 
to deal with passengers. 

A forward view of 739’s lower saloon 
as restored to substantially original 
condition. Note the different length 
benches above the rear wheelarches to 
accommodate access to the emergency 
exit door in the rearmost offside bay. 

A rearward view of 739’s upper deck; 
note the high window line in comparison 
to the lower-deck. 

The front of 739’s upper-deck has a single 
seat alongside the staircase and two twin 
seats in the front row. The single-skin 
front dome construction is evident as is 
the noticeable staircase intrusion. 


This page: 739 is parked outside the 1960s 
Gateway Flats on Dover’s Marine Parade. 
The Sealink name disappeared from the 
town’s cross-channel ferry services in 
1996 with the rebranding of the Stena 
Sealink Line to Stena Line. 

The Park Royal bodywork fitted to 739 
and sisters was vertical in profile save 
for the shallow roof dome. An offside 
emergency exit door is fitted, enabling 
provision of a large single-pane lower- 
deck rear window. All: DAVID JUKES 



and a new lower-deck floor, and was 
completely repainted inside and out. 

Only the very observant will spot the 
change in opening windows. The original 
hopper ventilators were past the point 
of no return so, keeping a careful eye on 
costs, we acquired the sliders from older 
sister 6803 FN which was being broken 
for spares. Just one individual has spotted 
this to date. 

739 also retains its rear destination 
blind boxes beneath the new panels. 

These were simply over-panelled during its 
East Kent service and were not a feature 
of the Sealink-liveried Regent Vs. It is 
something we would consider reinstating 
in the future should 739 carry an earlier 
livery variation. 

The mechanical state of 739 was unclear 
at that time but it appeared to be poor, 
having stood in all weathers for so long. 
We knew the engine had been overhauled 


for a Routemaster which, shortly after 
engine fitting, was involved in an accident 
and written off. This reconditioned engine 
was then acquired by a previous owner 
and fitted in 739. 

With the employ of a good mechanic 
and many hours of work ourselves, a 
considerable amount of work has been 
done in all areas to get the vehicle running 
well. For example, new brake pipes have 
been fitted, the destination blind gear 
overhauled, the driveshaft knuckle joint 
replaced, and all the opening windows 
overhauled. The wheel hubs have been 
sandblasted and new tyres and exhaust 
fitted. 

The wiring was in a very poor state, with 
most of the electrical fittings removed 
before acquisition. It took the services 
of Dave Chrysler and Dave Skelton to 
put right — the latter also returned the 
heating system to working order. 


THE BLUE AND WHITE CHOICE 

So why Sealink livery you may be asking? 
739 did not carry Sealink colours during 
its working life but three of its sister 
vehicles did and, to the best of our 
knowledge, none survive in preservation. 
And the livery had disappeared into the 
history books. 

Lovely as the traditional East Kent 
livery of burgundy and cream is, there are 
many buses preserved in that livery and 
NBC poppy red does not appeal (Brian 
hates the grey wheels!). As we can both 
remember East Kent operating Sealink 
buses between port and railway station 
in both Dover and Folkestone, it seemed 
the perfect choice and we are very pleased 
with the result. 

We know it is not quite the correct 
shade of blue but that does not apparently 
matter as a former Dover Garage 
employee told us that every Sealink- 
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EAST KENT’S AEC REGENT Vs 


GJG 73 9C 


liveried vehicle allocated there received a 
different shade — some with a far brighter 
blue than 739. It is a nice colour which we 
hope will last longer without fading than 
rail blue. 

WITH GRATEFUL THANKS 

I would like to give my sincere thanks 
to Brian and the many helpers who have 
given hours of their time to help us see the 
project through — especially to Martin 

Top: 739 lays over alongside Folkestone’s 
Inner Harbour, its boundary formed by 
the arches of the South Eastern Railway’s 
Folkestone Harbour branch viaduct, 
located at the foot of a I in 30 gradient to 
its mainline at Folkestone Junction. 

Below: The Port of Dover remains 
Europe’s busiest passenger port as may 
be gleaned by the number of ferries 
moored or at sea beyond the Regent V. 
Marine Parade is an excellent spot to 
watch the port in action, as is the South 
Foreland Heritage Coast area above the 
famous white cliffs. Both: DAVID JUKES 


Willets for help with the seat frames, 
the windows and so much more, to Ivan 
Latham for his superb signwriting, Dave 
Chrysler plus Dave Skelton at Airlec 
Systems of Rye for fixing electrical issues, 
Stuart from South East Coachworks who 
helped by fabricating a new entrance step 
kickplate, Tim Last (‘Tim the Trim’) for 
all his help with the superb seat repair 
and retrimming, and Roger Burdett who 
bought the front blinds. 

739 is one of two former East Kent 
Regents preserved in something other 
than the operator’s traditional livery — 
GJG 750D retains its London Buses 
Leaside District red livery and RV1 
identity. This year’s outings with 739 will 
be much like 2017’s; a 38mph top speed 
ensures we remain in the Kent and East 
Sussex area for running days and static 
displays. 

Our thanks to David Thompson and 
Brian Bailey for their kind assistance and 
hospitality. 


East Kent acquired 161 30ft-length, 
forward-entrance Park Royal-bodied 
AEC Regent Vs between 1958 and 1967 in 
seven batches. All featured synchromesh 
gearboxes and air brakes while all but the 
final batch were fitted with AEC’s AV590 
engine (the exceptions were powered 
by the AEC AV69I to produce a chassis 
specification unique to East Kent). The first 
batch carried stylish full-fronted bodywork 
while the remainder featured more severe 
half-cab bodywork with unequal depth 
windows on each deck in the style of 
Metro-CammeN’s Orion bodywork. 


Registration 

Chassis type 

New 

PFN 843-882 

2LD3RA 

1958/9 

WFN 827-842 

2D3RA 

1961 

YJG 810-826 

2D3RA 

1962 

6783-6805 FN 

2D3RA 

1963 

AFN 763-782B 

2D3RA 

1964 

GJG 733-762D 

2D3RA 

1966 

MFN 938-952F 

3D3RA 

1967 


PRESERVED 

PFN 853, PFN 858, PFN 865, PFN 867, 

PFN 868, PFN 874, 6801 FN, AFN 775B, 

AFN 778B, AFN 780B, GJG 738D, GJG 739D, 
GJG 742D, GJG 747D, GJG 750D, GJG 75ID, 
GJG 757D, MFN 946F (18 number) 


< EAST KENT 

























Free Open Day Sun 14th January 2018 

Bus rides linking Hucknall, Linby and Papplewick, Fundraising Stalls, 
Tombola, refreshments and guided tours of our workshop area. 

Nottingham Heritage Vehicles Charity 

The Heritage Bus Depot. Portland Road, Hucknall, Notts NG15 7SF 10am - 4pm 



Soak up a little transport nostalgia, learn about our aims, and 
maybe even enlist as a new volunteer. We are working towards 
developing a centre for restoration excellence in 
Nottinghamshire, whilst continuing to operate the depot as a 
working heritage bus garage. Volunteers are gradually 
restoring the fabric of the art deco bus garage, whilst others 
work on vehicle projects and background tasks. 

Want to know more - then come along for a look around ! 
Please use public transport or the NET tram to visit us. 
Follow us on FACEBOOK for latest news, events & trips. 

enquiries@nottinghamheritagevehicles.co.uk 









More Channel Connections 



We turn the clock bock to the 
1970s to view some of the 
East Kent vehicles serving the 
cross-channel passenger services 
and the channel coast towns of 
Dover and Folkestone. 

Top: The East Kent-operated 
British Rail (BR) contract services 
between the Port of Dover and 
Dover Priory railway station were 
first operated from 1970 using 
Duple Ambassador-bodied Dennis 
Lancet UF coaches. These were 
replaced by I960 Park Royal¬ 
bodied AEC Reliances including 
TFN 422, seen here at the Port 
with an unidentified sister in May 
1973. Both are painted in different 
arrangements of rail blue and 
white and carry detachable boards 
for the BR Seaspeed Boulogne 
and Calais hovercraft services. 
TFN 422 is fitted with a large 
luggage rack behind the driver. 

Centre: A further livery variation 
is carried by TFN 430, on this 
occasion operating a courtesy 
service for BR Sealink Ferries 
between Dover Priory and the 
Eastern Docks in May 1974. 
Replacement of seats with 
additional luggage capacity 
appears not to have taken place. 
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Opposite page, bottom: Townsend 
Thoresen chose to operate its 
own bus fleet at the Port of Dover 
between 1972 and 1982. Very 
much at home in the Eastern 
Docks during March 1973 is its 
former East Kent PFN 848, a 
1959 Park Royal-bodied AEC 
Regent V. 

This page: East Kent’s GJG-D- 
registered Park Royal-bodied 
AEC Regent Vs of 1966 proved a 
popular choice for contract work 
at the Port of Dover. Operating 
on behalf of P&O’s Normandy 
Ferries subsidiary in July 1977 
is the currently preserved 
GJG 747D. 



Hoverlloyd chose to operate its 
cross-channel hovercraft service 
from Pegwell Bay, Ramsgate. 
Four 1965 Park Royal-bodied 
AEC Reliance coaches, including 
DJG 6I7C, carried the Hoverlloyd 
house colours for connecting 
services to and from London. 
Pegwell Bay was last served by 
hovercraft in 1982, the year after 
Hoverlloyd and Seaspeed merged 
as Hoverspeed. 

Twenty-five pence for a tour 
of Folkestone would now be 
considered a bargain. October 
1972 found lightly-loaded 1953 
Park Royal-bodied Guy Arab IV 
GFN 923 in use on what must 
have been one of its final Sunday 
jaunts that year. The Arab would 
see two more years’ use with 
East Kent before dispatch to 
Wombwell Diesels for scrap in 
late-1974. 
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Pictures: HUGH JONES COLLECTION 
























































Top: The drive to increase driver-only 
operation saw East Kent acquire 30 
Marshall-bodied Leyland Leopard buses 
from Southdown Motor Services in 
the early-1970s. 101 CUF was new as 
Southdown No 101 in 1963 and is seen 
laying over opposite Folkestone bus 
station in January 1972. 

Below left: A very neat variation of the 
National Bus Company’s local coach 
livery is carried by 1966 Park Royal¬ 
bodied AEC Reliance GJG 634D, seen 
exiting Folkestone bus station in June 
1973 after operating a South Coast 
Express Service journey. The NBC 
symbol is nowhere to be seen. 

Below: The currently preserved WFN 513, 
a 1961 Park Royal-bodied AEC Reliance, 
is seen in Pencester Road, Dover, in May 
1973. It is being overtaken by a Riley 
Kestrel (based on the Austin/Morris 
1100/1300 saloon), while an E-type Jaguar 
lies in wait behind the Reliance. 



Above: Approaching Dover Priory railway station while operating a town service in May 1974 is East Kent YJG 582K, a 1974 
Alexander W-bodied AEC Swift. The left-hand-drive Renault 4 is probably a recent arrival at the town’s port. 
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BUSFLIX FILMS 

RECENT RELEASES 


BUSFLIX SERIES 


BF 172 North Lincolnshire 

£10.00 

BF 171 Barnsley, Wakefield and Dewsbury 

£10.00 

BF 170 Cambridgeshire 

£10.00 

BF 169 Dundee, Perth, Glenrothes & Kirkcaldy. 

£12.00 

BF 168 Inverness, Elgin & Aberdeen 

£10.00 

BF 167 Greater Manchester August 2017 

£12.00 

BF 166 Kent June 2017 

£12.00 

BF 165 South Wales Valleys June 2017 

£12.00 

BF 164 Edinburgh & The Borders 

£10.00 

BF 163 Wiltshire May 2017 

£10.00 

BF 162 Leicestershire April 2017 

£10.00 

BF 161 Oxfordshire April 2017 

£10.00 

BF 160 North Hampshire April 2017 

£10.00 

BF 159 North & East London April 2017 

£10.00 

BF 158 South Durham & Teesside March 2017 

£10.00 

BF 157 Doncaster March 2017 

£10.00 

BF 156 West Sussex February 2017 

£8.00 

BF 155 Rotherham February 2017 

£10.00 

BF 154 Cheshire January 2017 

£10.00 

BF 153 Yorkshire East November 2016 

£12.00 

BF 152 Berkshire November 2016 

£10.00 

BF 151 Buckinghamshire 2016 

£10.00 

BF 150 North West London October 2016 

£10.00 

BF 149 South Clydeside October 2016 

£10.00 

BF 148 South Staffordshire August 2016 

£10.00 

BF 147 Derbyshire West August 2016 

£7.00 

LOOKING BACK AT BUSES 


LB 108 West Midlands 1997 & 2001 73 Minutes 

£12.00 

LB 107 The Black Country 1997 60 Minutes 

£10.00 

LB 106 Birmingham & Coventry 1996 73 Minutes 

£12.00 

LB 105 Cambridge & Northampton 1995-6 78 Minutes 

£12.00 

LB 104 Gt Yarmouth, Cromer & Norwich 2003 64 Minutes 

£10.00 

LB 103 Lowestoft, Ipswich & Southend 1996 65 Minutes 

£10.00 

LB 102 Norwich & Gt Yarmouth 1996 71 Minutes 

£12.00 

LB 101 Peterborough 1996 

£10.00 

LB 100 Colchester & Chelmsford 1997 & 2002 

£12.00 

LB 099 Brighton Part 2 65 Min 1995 & 9 

£10.00 

LB 098 Brighton Part 1 60 Min 1994 & 8 

£10.00 

LB 097 Eastbourne & Worthing 67 Min 1994-7 

£10.00 

LB 096 Bristol & Bath 62 Min 1999—2000 

£10.00 

PUBLICATIONS 


Northern General Group 1950—1986 

£9.75 

Focusing on the Bristol VR 

£9.75 

Newcastle Transport buses in the 50’S & 60’S part 1 

£6.00 

Newcastle Transport buses in the 50’S & 60’S part 2 

£6.00 

Out Now, North East Municipals 50’s—80’s 

£9.00 


BUSFLIX 172 

North Lincolnshire 



lovember 2017 51 Minutes £10 


Filmed in Scunthorpe, Grimsby 
and Lincoln. 



NEWCASTLE TRANSPORT 
Buses in 50's and 60's 


41 Colour and Black & white 
pictures never seen before. 




Focusing on the 
czna 



BRISTOL V.K. 



WWW.BUSFLIXFILMS.COM 

Order by telephone with credit or debit card, (Mon—Fri evenings 1900—2200) 01709 769507 or by mail 

Please make cheques payable to D. Robinson. 14 St Philips Close, Maltby, Rotherham S66 8NJ S.A.E. FOR LIST 

P&P one film or book £2.30, Two films or books £3.25, Three or more £4.50 (Newcastle books £1.75 for 1 or £2.70 for both). 


Follow us on Facebook. See our stall at bus rallies all over the UK 






















We make one of our occasional forays across the 
Atlantic to view a selection of mature vehicles, almost 
all of which served British operators during their 
working lives. DAVID JUKES presents. 




STREETS OF PHILADELPHIA 

The Big Bus Company operates 
several former UK vehicles in 
Philadelphia alongside a selection 
of USA-built Gillig vehicles rebuilt 
from single deck city buses. 
Philadelphia is Pennsylvania’s 
principal city and was the original 


seat of US government, and the 
location of the famous Liberty 
bell. (I) Big Bus franchisee 76 
Carriage Co No 380 (BA 66847), 
a 1988 Northern Counties- 
bodied Leyland Olympian new 
to Eastbourne Buses as its No 


58 (E858 DPN), is seen in Logan 
Square on 16 June. The same 
company uses several vehicles 
for ticket sales and promotional 
purposes including its (2) No 
375 (BA 52889), a 1975 MCW- 
bodied Daimler Fleetline new to 


London Transport as its DMSI787 
(GHM 787N), and its (3) No 310 
(BA 56775), a 1981 ECW-bodied 
Bristol VRT/SL3 new to Western 
National as its 1237 (LFJ 884W). 
(4) No 370 (BA 66830) is an 
identical sister to No 380 and was 



22 


www.presbuspublishing.com 



















































new as Eastbourne Buses No 55 
(E855 DPN). It later operated 
as East Yorkshire No 620 before 
passing to Shamrock of Poole. 
Both it and sister No 380 were 
purchased by a dealer and shipped 
to the USA when Shamrock 
ceased trading. (5) No 390 (BA 
67105), a 1990 Alexander RH- 
bodied Leyland Olympian new 
to Lothian in dual-doored and 
roofed form as its 828 (G828 
GSX), passed to Shamrock upon 
completion of its Edinburgh 
service — it too was exported to 
the USA on Shamrock’s demise. 
(6) Competitor Philly Sightseeing 
Tours operates a similar mix of 
former UK and USA vehicles. 

The former include two former 
London buses photographed on 
17 June: 1984 Leyland Titan 105 
(BA 68598), which was new as 
TI08I (B8I WUV), and 1986 
MCW Metrobus 103 (BA 65125), 
new as MI432 (C432 BUV). 
Pictures: TOM GRAHAM (1-3 & 6) / 
CHRIS MARTIN (4 & 5) 
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TORONTO TOURS 

There are several Routemasters and other 
goodies in the Toronto-based Bus & Boat 
Company fleet to be found on its City 
Sightseeing and Shop Dine Tours operations. 

(I) No 6346 (685 8BF), a 1963 AEC / Park 
Royal Routemaster new to London Transport 
as its RM1651 (651 DYE), is seen at the CN 
Tower and Railway Museum tour stop on 13 
June. (2) Sister 6347 (995 3BF) was new in 1965 
as London Transport RM22I0 (CUV 2I0C) and 
is seen the following day near Union Station, 
complete with UK destination blinds. (3) No 
6821 (III 5BH), a 1984 all-Leyland Olympian, 
was built as a left-hand-drive demonstrator 
for the North American market and carried 
UK registration B757 UHG before export. 

It has recently been acquired by the Bus & 

Boat Company, with which it was converted 
to open-top form. (4) No 7076 (686 OBF) is a 
Roe-bodied Leyland Atlantean AN68A/IR new 
to Ipswich Corporation as its 31 (SDX 3IR) in 
1977. It is seen 40 years later outside the Royal 
Ontario Museum on 13 June. 

Pictures: TOM GRAHAM 
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BIG BUS WASHINGTON DC 


(1) Big Bus Washington L03I (025 P73), a 1989 
Alexander RH-bodied Leyland Olympian was 
new to Kowloon Motor Bus of Hong Kong as 
its S3BL327 (EC 625). It more recently worked 
for Big Bus London as a partial open-topper 
registered E357 NUV before moving to its third 
continent. It is seen operating the Red Tour 
approaching Washington Monument on 23 June. 

(2) Seen the following day near the Washington 
Monument are COI44 (030 P96), a 1989 Duple 
Metsec-bodied Dennis Dragon new to China 
Motor Bus of Hong Kong as its DL46 (EJ 3811) 
and latterly registered G969 FVX in London, 
and identical C047 (030 P74), new to CMB 

as its DL7 (EF 4079) and latterly F59 SYE in 
London. (3) LOIN (038 P44), a 1988 Alexander 
RH-bodied Leyland Olympian new to KMB as its 
S3BL298 (DZ 296), was subsequently shipped 
to the UK and operated by Big Bus London for 
several years registered F90 SYE. It was one of 
four examples moved to the Big Bus operation 
in Budapest (Hungary) — where it was 
registered MDJ 134 — but their length proved 
problematic and they did not enter service. The 


four Olympians were shipped to their third 
continent for use in the USA (where LOIII was 
initially registered 025 P77). LOI11 still carries a 


couple of Hungarian internal signs and is seen at 
Union Station on 24 June after completing a red 
tour circuit. PICTURES: CHRIS SUGGITT 
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No fleet of preserved buses and 
coaches fulfils as many varied 
roles as that of unique charity His 
Church. NICK LARKIN reports. 

Faith can do more than merely move 
mountains. It has led to a widely-varied 
fleet of working preserved buses and 
coaches carrying out a wide range of 
tasks from taking Liberia’s Vice-President 
to Arsenal Football Club’s Emirates 
Stadium to dishing out breakfasts for 
disadvantaged children in Hull and across 
the country. 

Half-cabs, restored to almost original 
condition, are used to take elderly people 
on trips and act as aids for dementia 
sufferers. And they are also in demand 
from football clubs. Coaches can one day 
be distributing a variety of goods to needy 
people and on another accommodate 
workers assisting flood victims. 

But how and why has all this happened? 

HIS CHURCH HEADQUARTERS 

A visit to charity His Church’s 
Lincolnshire headquarters and 
distribution centre, housed primarily 
in a vast wartime aircraft hangar, is 
an unbelievable and, in many ways, 
profoundly moving experience. The mind 
struggles to cope with the sheer scale of 
this operation, of which the buses and 
coaches play a vital part. 

A unique Van Hool-bodied Bedford 
VAL, currently under restoration (more on 
that later), stands just inside a hanger piled 
high with food, clothing and hundreds 
of other items that are ready to go to the 
needy in Britain and across the world. 

His Church was set up in 2003 by 
a small group of Christians who were 
concerned about food waste and wanted 
to help disadvantaged communities. 

The charity’s first donation was an £8 
Morrisons voucher followed by 200 cans 
of soup from the supermarket. Then came 
a lorry load of soup from Baxter’s along 
with the chance to buy some shipping 
containers. 

His Church has never looked back. Last 
year — wait for this — more than 3000 
(3000!) tons of items were redistributed 
to the needy in the UK, Eastern Europe, 
Africa, Syria and several other countries. 

Designer names and familiar food 
brands mingle. Frighteningly almost all 
this stock would have gone into landfill 



had it not been for His Church, which has 
dealings with every major supermarket 
and most clothing brands. 

We are not talking about out of date 
or tatty stock, but often over-orders and 
the results of mistakes. To take just one 
celebrated example, a major supermarket 
junked 80,000 tins of chicken curry 
because someone had spelt masala’ with 
two Is on the label! Some of the designer 
goods are counterfeit but His Church can 
legally distribute them, often by stitching 
its own label over that of the named- 
brand. 

A major French supermarket bought 
1600 pairs of ‘designer’ jeans, which 
turned out to be fake and came to His 
Church. At the other end of the scale, 
knitting circles produce children’s clothing 
for distribution to refugees across the 
world. 

The charity is supported by donations 
from a wide variety of sources including 
blue-chip companies, some of which 
donate monies they would otherwise have 
to spend on landfill charges. 


Suits have been donated to homeless 
men in Hull, so they look as dapper as 
possible to attend interviews. Conversely, 
discarded sleeping bags were collected 
from the Glastonbury Festival, washed 
and distributed to the needy. 

His Church works with 2000 local 
organisations in Britain alone and, as well 
as the buses, has its own fleet of more 
than a dozen lorries. It can also store and 
distribute frozen food. 

Main picture: The diverse His Church fleet 
is represented by its former US Forces 
in Europe Blue Bird, ex-China Motor Bus 
MCW Metrobus E965 JAR and under 
restoration Van Hool Vistadome-bodied 
Bedford VAL RAR 690J. NICK LARKIN 

Clockwise from top right: RML257I is 

prepared for repainting. 

Interior restoration work in progress on 
RML257I. 

RML257I outside Arsenal FC’s Emirates 
Stadium, after safely delivering the 
Liberian Vice-President to an event. 

All: HIS CHURCH 
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FAITH AND BUS ‘WORSHIP!’ 

Buses and coaches have played an 
important part in His Church’s work since 
its start: They form a critical part of our 
outreach/ says His Church spokesman 
Richard Humphrey. They are a wonderful 
tool to engage with the community and 
extremely useful for our work, which has 
been the case since we started.’ 

Even the most dedicated agnostic 
would cotton on to a couple of major 
points: firstly, despite the word church’ 
in the title, the 25 or so employees and 
volunteers do not stop for prayers every 
five minutes or go on evangelical crusades. 
Secondly, and even more shockingly, 
an astonishingly high proportion of 
people around the place are genuine bus 
enthusiasts who have a massive knowledge 
of the fleet and its history. 

Vehicles are actively preserved and, 
especially with the half-cabs, efforts are 
made to keep them as original as possible. 

Sam Teague, who carries out much of 
the work on the fleet, also gave the best 
summing up of His Church’s business 
plan: ‘We are based on faith, but it’s 
the type of faith in action that gets 
things done rather than sitting around 
pontificating. And that can also apply to 
the vehicles!’ 

Sam was homeless for some years 
before finding a place in a Market Rasen 
hostel, where he received a His Church 
food parcel: ‘I literally had nothing, and 
they gave me what I needed — food,’ he 
recalls. ‘If they had given money, I would 
have squandered it.’ 

Opposite page: 

Top: Bristol Lodekka LDL6G VDV 752 
is regularly used for outings across 
Lincolnshire. HIS CHURCH 

Bottom: VDV 752 is spruced up by the His 
Church team. HIS CHURCH 

Inset: VDV 752 is thought to be one of two 
Lodekkas fitted with coach style interior 
lighting. HIS CHURCH 

This page, top to bottom: The His Church 
MCW Metrobus on arrival in Original 
London Sightseeing Tour guise. 

HIS CHURCH 

The tri-axle Metrobus is definitely a 
most impressive vehicle! 

HIS CHURCH 

E965 JAR now sports additional lighting 
for evening and night-time events. 

HIS CHURCH 
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HIS CHURCH FLEETLIST 

Registration 

Year 

Description 

New to 

VDV 752 

1957 

Bristol Lodekka LDL6G/ECW 

Western National 

JJD 57ID 

1966 

AEC/Park Royal Routemaster 

London Transport 

RAR 690J 

1971 

Bedford VAL70/Van Hool Vistadome 

All Seasons, London W2 

YSV 375 

1980 

Volvo B58-61/Plaxton Viewmaster 

Shirley, London N 1 

A2GNT 

1983 

Neoplan Clubliner N 122/2 

Granville (Mayor), Freckleton 

E965 JAR 

1988 

MCW Metrobus DR 115/4 

China Motor Bus, Hong Kong 

K545 EHE 

1993 

Scania Kl I3CRB/Van Hool Alizee 

Buddens, Romsey 

N985 FKW 

1995 

Volvo BI2T/Van HoolAstrobel 

- 

- 

- 

Blue Bird 

US Forces in Europe 


This page, clockwise from top: Bedford 
VAL RAR 690J under preparation for 
repainting. HIS CHURCH 

RAR 690J , s interior as-received, with 
‘graffiti’-pattern moquette. HIS CHURCH 

The seating is currently removed to 
enable refurbishment. NICK LARKIN 

The distinctive lines of Van HooPs 
Vistadome bodywork are most apparent 
in this rear quarter view. HIS CHURCH 


Sam was overwhelmed by the gift 
and wanted to know more about the 
organisation which provided it. As a 
result, he is employed full-time working 
on general maintenance — and the buses, 
having been taught numerous skills 
by His Church’s full-time mechanic, 

Alan Waller. 


There are also three PCV licence 
holders on the charity’s staff. 

THE BUSES 

Two half-cab buses are generally considered 
to be the stars of the His Church fleet. 

AEC Routemaster RML2571 
(JJD 57ID) entered London Transport 


service in October 1966 and earned 
its keep on the capital’s streets until 
withdrawn from route 38 in October 
2005, passing to Ensignbus. It was later 
privately-owned in the Bedford area 
before passing to His Church. 

Seat refurbishment was carried out 
in-house, the brakes overhauled, and 
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a major service undertaken. The bus 
was repainted for a very special event 
— taking Joseph Boakai, Liberia’s Vice- 
President and a massive Arsenal fan, from 
his London hotel to the football club’s 
Emirates Stadium for a His Church event. 

‘We have done a lot of work helping 
with supplies to assist in Liberia’s 
rebuilding which, as you can tell, has 
given us access to the very top of the 
country’s Government,’ explains Sam. 

‘The Vice- President and his entourage 
loved travelling on the bus and it has 
strengthened our relationship with them.’ 

The second half-cab is VDV 752, 
a rare Eastern Coach Works-bodied 
Bristol Lodekka LDL6G new to Western 
National in 1957 and converted to open- 
top in 1972, taking the name ‘Admiral 
Boscawen’. It later worked for Eastern 
Counties before eventually being bought 
by Steve Morris of Quantock Motor 
Services in 1999 and passed to His 
Church in 2015. 

The Lodekka carried the Lincoln City 
FC team on a tour of its home city following 
promotion to the Football League in 2017, 
and has received a major interior overhaul 
during its time with His Church. 

The final double-decker contrasts 
somewhat with the two half-cabs. E965 
JAR is a 1988 tri-axle MCW Super 
Metrobus new to China Motor Bus as its 
DL64 (DV 4883) but later returned to 
Britain where it was re-registered and used 
on the Original London Sightseeing Tour 
after conversion to partial open-top form. 

Since arrival at His Church in February 
2016, the Iveco-powered bus has received 
an all-over wrap and had its upper-deck 
seating removed for use at events and a 
particularly worthy cause. 

The ‘Team Up to be Champions School 
Breakfasts for Winners’ campaign is run 
in conjunction with Kellogg’s through 
schools and local football clubs, with 
an amazing 15 million cereal servings 
distributed to date. It is considered one 
in seven children arrive at school without 
eating anything first. 

Above: Plaxton Viewmaster-bodied Volvo 
B58 YSV 375 was built new as a sleeper 
coach for tour bus and other similar 
usage. HIS CHURCH 

Right: There are not too many frills to be 
found in the Blue Bird’s interior. 

Far right: His Church mechanic/handyman 
Sam Teague (left) and spokesman 
Richard Humphrey. Both: NICK LARKIN 


The Metrobus has been promoting the 
campaign and taking large numbers of 
cereal boxes to collection points. 

THE COACHES 

Currently undergoing restoration by 
His Church is RAR 690J, a Van Hool 
Vistadome-bodied Bedford VAL70. This 
was the only example of this combination 
to enter UK PSV service (a second was 
built as an exhibition unit for the George 
Kent Group, registered KNT 1) and is 
thought to have been exhibited at the 1970 
Earls Court Show by dealer Alf Moseley. 

The coach entered service with 
All Seasons of London W2 in 1971 
and eventually passed to Boultons of 
Cardington (as illustrated on page 52 of 
December 2017’s B&CP), VALs Classic 
Coaches of Burntwood and Maghull 
Coaches of Liverpool from which it was 
acquired by His Church. 

A major body and interior 
refurbishment is currently underway: 

‘We did buy this vehicle with our 
enthusiasts’ hats on,’ admits Sam. ‘It will 
be very useful though and we may fit a 
later Bedford 500-series engine.’ 

Neoplan Clubliner A2 GNT has been 
with His Church since July 2003, and is 
one of just four examples built for the UK 


market — it is essentially an llm-length 
two-axle Skyliner. New to Granville 
(Mayor) of Freckleton registered A345 
UFE, it later passed to Good News 
Travels of Hull, which re-registered the 
coach with its most appropriate cherished 
registration. 

Other Van Hool-bodied coaches in the 
His Church fleet are N985 FKW, a 1995 
Astrobel-bodied Volvo B12T tri-axle 
double-decker, and K545 EHE, a 1993 
Alizee-bodied Scania K113CRB new to 
Buddens of Romsey in Cl5Ft+tables form. 

Also in the fleet is YSV 375, a 1980 
Plaxton Viewmaster-bodied Volvo B58, 
new to Shirley of London N1 registered 
DMT 776V and thought to have been 
chartered by Fleetwood Mac for a UK tour. 

The coaches are used as 
accommodation at events and situations of 
need, and for distribution purposes. 

The final fleet member is an 
unregistered former US Forces in Europe 
Blue Bird which is painted ready for 
shipment to Liberia to continue His 
Church’s work there. 

‘This is quite a fleet and we are well able 
to find spares to keep it mobile,’ concludes 
Sam. ‘We have plenty of work for all the 
vehicles and hope to get some of them to 
rallies in 2018.’ 
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Get me to the plane 
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Above left: Under the auspices of the 
National Bus Company, the X25 adopted 
a rather plain white and yellow livery as 
worn here by No 36 (RUF 800H) awaiting 
departure at Reading in 1970. This Duple 
Commander IV-bodied Leyland Leopard 
new to Southdown as its 1800. 

Above: New coaches acquired for the X25 
included 83 (PPM 890R) seen here at 
London Heathrow in September 1979. This 
Plaxton Supreme-bodied Leyland Leopard 
ended its days with Liddell of Auchinleck. 

Left: Almost new No 88 (WJM 808T), 
another Plaxton Supreme-bodied 
Leyland Leopard prowls around London 
Heathrow also in September 1979. This 
coach was later painted white for use on 
National Express work. 
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on time! EF 


A round-up of some of the coaches used on the 
Rail-air service between Reading and Heathrow, 
plus an onward service to Gatwick if required! 
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Also new in 1979, No 91 (WJM 81 IT) is seen in September of that year at Reading garage. Another Leyland Leopard, No 91 was 
fitted with Plaxton Supreme IV coachwork and was later repainted in red and black ‘stripey* livery and used on Londonlink services. 



The X25 also played host to a number of Willowbrook 003-bodied Leyland Leopards including No 1198 (GGM 98W), which was new in 
1981. It is seen outside Reading General station in April 1983. No 1198 later became a Londonlink prior to sale to Whites of Camberley. 
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More Plaxton Supreme IV-bodied Leyland Leopards 
arrived in 1981. No 16 (HJB 466W) is seen when almost 
new at London Heathrow. 
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Traversing Reading town centre in September 1985 is 1201 
(YPJ 201Y), a Plaxton Paramount 3500-bodied Leyland Tiger 
which had been exhibited at the Brighton Coach Rally when 
new in 1983. Later owners included Rooney International, Giles 
Tours, The Bee Line and Newbury Buses. 


Q-Drive Buses, t/a The Bee Line and London Bus Lines took 
over the service following deregulation, placing in service a fleet 
of Berkhof Excellence-bodied Scania Kl 13s including N796 WAN 
seen here when new in March 1995 loading outside Reading 
General for Heathrow. The coach was later used by The Bee 
Line on Green Line services before becoming a driver trainer. 




GREENdNE 

1 • 



London Country BTL6 
(BI06 KPF), a 1984 Berkhof 
Everest-bodied Leyland Tiger 
pauses at London Victoria 
in 1986 en route between 
Heathrow and Gatwick. Later 
operators included Express 
Travel of Kent registered 
BAZ 7385. 
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The Gatwick-Heathrow shuttle service later passed to Speedlink Airport Services. Here its S25 (N825 DKU), a 1996 Van Hool 
Alizee-bodied Scania Kl 13, lays over at Heathrow’s central bus station. 

Coaches in Pan Am livery looked as classy as the airline’s Boeing 707s! Operating on a Pan Am contract in April 1971 we see passing 
the Terminal 3 car park Valliant Silverline 1969 Plaxton Elite-bodied AEC Reliance VYH 52G. 
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ENSIGN'S 


EXTRAVAGANZA 


JOHN G. LIDSTONE appreciates the 2017 Ensignbus Vintage Bus Running Day. 


Ensignbus takes immense 
pride in its Vintage Fleet and 
its enthusiastic Directors have 
enormous pleasure in seeing 
the vehicles do what they 
were intended to do - carry 
people. It is wonderful to see 
the genuine pleasure Ensign’s 
Chairman still takes, after 
five decades ‘in the business’, 
in seeing such occasions and 
appreciative members of the 
public. 

Each year, at a busy time 
for rail replacements and 


Christmas charters, a very 
professionally-organised, 
presented and operated 
Running Day delights not only 
enthusiasts from near and far, 
but many members of South 
Essex’s public too. 

This year’s Running Day 
was notable for the extension 
of service X81 from Grays to 
Tilbury Ferry, which allowed 
passengers to then cross the 
River Thames and join the 
service from Gravesend back 
via the infamous Dartford 


Tunnel (X86), or make the 
journey in the opposite 
direction via the Dartford 
Bridge. 

This year saw the debut 
of Ensignbus Vintage Fleet’s 
former Ribble Leyland Tiger 
Cub JCK 892, while guest 
Bristols from Seaford & District 
were also popular surprises. 

I think all who enjoyed 
the experience will join me 
to thank all involved for a 
wonderful winter spectacle on a 
chilly December day! 


This page: Ensignbus has 
repatriated several vehicles 
to ensure their survival 
and once-semi-derelict all- 
Leyland Titan 6RT RTW335 
(KXW435) has been 
thoroughly restored. It has 
not seen much use with the 
Vintage Fleet owing to an 
engine issue and has only 
just returned to active use, 
now with an engine from a 
provincial Titan PD2. 

All pictures: JOHN G. LIDSTONE 

Opposite page, top left: Ensign’s 
Vintage Fleet has several 
AEC Routemasters enabling 
different charter clients’ 
needs to be met. Few still have 
AEC engines, although former 
Green Line RMCI5I3 (513 
CLT) is one of them, looking 
resplendent and sounding as 
good as it looks. 

Top right: The Cravens-bodied 
London RT looks different to 
all others, not least thanks 
to its five-bay construction 
and radically different rear 
end, as shown here by popular 
RTI43I (JXC 194). Ensign has 
the surviving pair of Cravens 
RTs, one red and one green. 

Centre left: A popular pre-war 
vintage gem wherever it 
appears is 1935 Short-bodied 
Leyland Cub KP03 C4 
(BXD 628), a fine example 
of a ‘basket case’ which 
Ensignbus craftsmen rebuilt 
in-house with meticulous 
attention to fine detail, as 
is the penchant of Director 
Steve Newman. 

Centre right: Ensignbus is 
well known for ‘surprises’ 
at its Running Days and an 
afternoon special offering 
local runs around Thurrock 
was Seaford & District’s 1961 
ex-Crosville ECW-bodied 
Bristol SC4LK SSG668 (241 
SFM). It was also visiting 
Ensign for recertification for 
public use, one of just two 
preserved SCs to have this. 

Bottom: The Running Day is 
London-centric, but here 
provincial variety is provided 
by Seaford & District’s 1953 
ex-Brighton, Hove & District 
Eastern Coach Works-bodied 
Bristol KSW6G 6447 (HAP 
985). Its curvaceous lines 
contrast with Ensign’s own 
Green Line Weymann-bodied 
AEC Regent III RT3232 
(KYY 961), which Ensign has 
owned since LT withdrawal 
and was the first bus to wear 
Ensign’s blue and silver livery. 
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This page, top to bottom: Visiting 
Stagecoach South East’s former East 
Kent Park Royal-bodied AEC Regent 
V 19946 (MFN 946F) looks well for 
being restored to its traditional 
livery. In true EK style, a company 
which traditionally did not use fleet 
numbers, it happily does not carry its 
Stagecoach fleetnumber. It operated 
all day on full service and carried good 
loads. 

A vehicle with a cult following - and 
deservedly so - is Ensign’s Scania- 
MCW Metropolitan BRIIIDH MD60 
(KJD 260P), driven here by its restorer 
and carer Paul Almeroth, whose 
passion for the type ensured its 
survival and restoration. 

London had the biggest UK Fleetline 
fleet, of which Park Royal-bodied 
FE30ALR Special DM2646 (THX 646S) 
was numerically last when new in July 
1978. It wears the commemorative 
Shillibeer livery which it also carried in 
London service. Sadly a Moss of gears’ 
meant the DM had to be helped home. 


Opposite page, clockwise from top: 

Routemaster dusk contrast. Recently 
re-engined (but still Leyland-powered) 
AEC Routemaster RMI843 (843 DYE) 
was repatriated from the USA and 
still carries its USA mark on the rear. 
It contrasts with the London Bus 
Museum’s AEC-engined Green Line 
coach Routemaster RMCI46I 
(461 CLT). 

The forward-entrance AEC 
Routemaster is proportionally 
under-represented in preservation. 
This one, RMA50 (NMY 634E,) was 
new for British European Airways 
shuttles between the West London 
Air Terminal and Heathrow Airport, 
featuring AV690 engines, high-speed 
differential and a luggage trailer. It 
now has a Cummins B-series Euro2 
engine and Allison T270 gearbox. 

The ‘wide’ version of the RT-family, 
the all-Leyland PD2-based RTW class, 
became synonymous with Ceylon 
Transport Board, which took almost 
every one between 1965 and 1967 
when sold by LT. RTW467 is privately 
preserved and was the last in service, 
and the first to run again in London 
-which enabled the photographer to 
enjoy his first most enjoyable ‘Dub’ 
ride. 

Ensign Chairman Peter Newman 
demonstrates his skill at Running 
Days, most often driving Weymann- 
bodied AEC Regent III RT325I (LLU 
610), new as a Green Line vehicle 
but now restored with superb period 
adverts - and with Peter himself at the 
helm with a cheery wave and a smile 
and a bus full of very appreciative 
passengers. 
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Prince Regent 


A tour to commemorate the 70th 
anniversary of the withdrawal of 
Brighton , Hove & District's last 
open-staircase AEC Regent used 
the London Bus Museum's identical 
ex-Thomas Tilling No 6098 (GJ 2098) 
as DAVID JUKES describes. 

The mid to late-1920s Thomas Tilling Ltd 
fleets in London and Brighton contained 
several aging open-top Tilling-Stevens 
petrol-electric buses that were ripe for 
replacement. Evaluation of demonstrators 
from AEC, Daimler, Leyland and Tilling- 
Stevens led to an order for 100 petrol- 
engined 25ft length AEC Regent 661 
chassis for the capital, to which was added 
a further 36 identical units for Brighton. 

REGENTS FOR BRIGHTON & 
LONDON 

A change of plan saw the first dozen 
earmarked for Brighton with the 
remainder destined for the capital. 

The new buses, delivered in 1930/31, 


were numbered 6001-6136 (GJ 2001- 
2100, GK 1001-1036). Their bodywork 
was mainly built in-house by Tilling s 
coachbuilding facilities at the Obelisk 
Works in Lewisham and Pelican Yard 
in Camberwell Green, with a number 
constructed by Dodson of Willesden. 

The bodies fitted to Nos 6001 to 
6006 were effectively prototypes built 
at Tilling’s Peckham coachbuilding 
facility with detail differences in glazing 
arrangements from the subsequent volume 
production. Those on Nos 6001, 6003 
and 6004 were previously fitted to Tilling- 
Stevens chassis and were modified before 
fitting to the new Regents. 

The standard bodywork was designed 
by Tilling to meet the Ministry of 
Transport and Metropolitan Carriage 
Regulations of the time. It featured 
a seasoned English ash frame and 
aluminium exterior panelling, and was 
built in two halves (upper and lower 
decks). The design was notable for its 
antiquated appearance when compared 
to other manufacturers’ contemporary 


products; Tilling specified 
a heavily-domed roof, an open rear 
staircase, a three-pane upper-deck front 
window arrangement, shallow skirt 
panels, and a mix of destination blinds 
and boards. 

A further 62 identical buses were 
ordered for London service with the same 
mix of Tilling and Dodson bodywork as 
Nos 6137-6198 (GK 6237-6298) and 98 
for Brighton in three batches as Nos 6199- 
6250, 6255-6300 (GK 6299, GN 6200- 
6226, GP 6227-6250, GW 6255-6300). All 
were delivered in 1931/32 directly after the 
first 136. Eight of the Brighton allocation 
received Tilling bodywork built in its own 
Hove-based Holland Place bodyshop (Nos 
6235, 6239, 6250, 6257, 6273, 6275, 6277 
and 6290). 

London’s No 6130 worked in Brighton 
for six months after delivery while 
Brighton’s Nos 6225, 6227, 6228, 6230 and 
6236 were permanently transferred to the 
capital in 1933, a matter of months before 
Thomas Tilling’s London operations 
were taken over by London Transport 
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Opposite: GJ 2098 passes Brighton’s Royal 
Pavilion on route to Old Steine at the 
tour’s start. The Grade l-listed Royal 
Pavilion was built between 1787 and 1823 
as a retreat for George, Prince of Wales, 
who became Prince Regent in 1811 and 
George IV in 1820. All pictures: DAVID JUKES 

This page, top: The Regent drew to an 
unplanned halt outside Hove railway 
station, providing a quick opportunity to 
photograph its open rear staircase. This 
feature was old-fashioned by the early- 
1930s — London General’s contemporary 
AEC Regents were fitted with enclosed 
staircases and platforms. 

Centre: GJ 2098 takes a lunchtime break 
outside Brighton railway station. The 
latter was designed by David Mocatta 
for the London and Brighton Railway, 
opening in 1840, and has been Grade IP 
listed since 1999. 

Bottom clockwise from upper left: No 6098’s 
bonnet side was removed for the tour’s 
duration to assist cooling of its AEC AI45 
7.4 litre petrol engine. 

The Regent’s cab is decidedly basic with 
no instrumentation and a bulb horn. 

Thomas Tilling fleetnumbers were 
applied to the Regents’ offside dumb 
irons, as illustrated by No 6098. 

Distinctive Thomas Tilling Limited 
fleetnames were applied to both sides 
of the AEC Regents from new until the 
London Transport and Brighton, Hove & 
District eras. 


on 1 October when Nos 6013-6198, 

6225, 6227, 6228, 6230 and 6236 were 
immediately allocated LT fleet numbers 
ST837-1027 in original numerical order. 

REBUILT AND RE-BODIED 

It was apparent by the mid-1930s in both 
Brighton and London that all was not 
well with the Tilling-designed bodywork, 
regardless of workshop origin, as 
waistbands bowed and distorted. London 
Transport expensively reconstructed the 
lower-deck of one body as a six-bay STL 
replica; this emerged as ST839 (GJ 2015) 
in November 1937 and remained a one-off 
as LT instead earmarked the type for early 
replacement by the RT-class. 

The Brighton, Hove and District 
Omnibus Company Ltd, into which 
Tilling reorganised its Brighton operations 
in November 1935, undertook more 
drastic measures and re-bodied several 
vehicles from 1935 onwards — details 
of which are included in Table 1. No 
6216 (GN 6212) was the last to remain 
in original condition and was withdrawn 
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on 31 October 1947, while the four other 
Regents that retained Tilling or Dodson 
bodies in rebuilt form (Nos 6209, 6245, 
6257 and 6293) were withdrawn between 
1948 and 1950 — No 6245 then received 


a new BH&D body which it carried for 
a further five years until its transfer to 
a newer Regent chassis. The last of the 
rebodied Regents remained in Brighton 
service until 1955. 
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THOMAS TILLING No 6098 (GJ 2098) 


THOMAS 


J3LUNG 


LIMl 


No 6098 (GJ 2098) was among 
the first batch of new AEC 
Regents for Thomas Tilling’s 
London operations based on 
Bromley, Catford, and Croydon 
garages. It was delivered in 
November 1930 and later 
absorbed into the London 
Transport fleet on I October 
1933 and renumbered ST922. 

The Tilling-bodied Regent was 
one of 291 ST-class members 
lent by London Transport to 
provincial operators during the 
Second World War to help meet 


their passenger loading demands. 
The Birmingham & Midland Motor 
Omnibus Co (Midland Red) was 
ST922’s destination from 12 
December 1941 to I November 
1944 alongside eight other Tilling 
STs which stayed for similar 
periods. 

Withdrawn from London 
service as a driver training 
vehicle in 1946, the Regent was 
converted into Mobile Staff 
Canteen No 693J by the following 
April. It was latterly allocated 
to Sutton garage for use at the 


Belmont bus stand and was finally 
withdrawn from these duties in 
November 1954. 

It was sold to British Road 
Services in May 1955 and used 
as a canteen for construction 
workers at Tufnell Park for two 
years before sale to Rush Green 
Motors, where it remained until 
sale to the late Prince Marshall in 
December 1966. 

The Regent was fully restored 
to its mid-1930s condition as 
London Transport ST922 and 
subsequently relicensed as a PSV 


for use on the Obsolete Fleet’s 
route 100 special service during 
the 1970s. It remained part of 
the Obsolete Fleet after Prince 
Marshall’s 1981 death until sale 
to the London Bus Preservation 
Trust in January 1984, since when 
the Regent has been based at the 
Trust’s Cobham and Brooklands 
museum premises. 

The bus was restored to its 
original Thomas Tilling livery 
and identity in 2016, and remains 
an active member of the Trust’s 
collection. 
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The Regent lays over at Southwick 
Green, once the terminus of 
Thomas Tilling’s route 4 just within 
the westernmost extent of the 
operator’s network. DAVID JUKES 
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No 6098 is posed on the exit of 
Whitehawk Garage, built for Thomas 
Tilling in 1932 to house its growing fleet 
which included the Regent’s south coast 
sisters. 

The Regent pauses for a short photostop 
on the Marine Parade. Clearly evident is 
the Tilling ST’s open rear platform and 
staircase. 

Back at Old Steine with the tour 
completed, GJ 2098 is passed by newer 
former London bus in the shape of 
Metrobus 6478 (YN53 RYK), a 2003 East 
Lancs Omnidekka-bodied Scania N94UD. 
It initially operated from the company’s 
Orpington base until transfer to Croydon 
in 2007, remaining on tendered London 
routes until reallocation to Crawley the 
following year. 

WARTIME REPRIEVE 

The Second World War ensured a stay 
of execution for Londons Tilling ST 
fleet, although their less-economical 
petrol engines saw the type placed in 
store soon after hostilities started. Many 
were damaged or destroyed by enemy 
action while stored and others returned 
to service as passenger and fleet demands 
decreed. 

Shortages during the London Blitz saw 
Brighton Nos 6199, 6206, 6231, 6242, 
6287, 6292 and 6294 loaned to London 
Transport in 1940/41, while London’s own 
examples were later loaned to provincial 
operators for varying periods as German 
bombing caused shortages elsewhere. 
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TABLE I BRIGHTON’S 25ft-LENGTH TILLING REGENTS 


New 

Fleetnumber 

Registration 

Body 

1930 

6001-6006' 247 

GJ 2001-2006 

Tilling (Peckham) H26/26RO 

1930 

6007-6009 2 4 

GJ 2007-2009 

Dodson H26/26RO 

1930 

6010/601 I 24 

GJ 2010/201 1 

Tilling (Peckham) H26/26RO 

1930 

60I2 2 

GJ 2012 

Dodson H26/26RO 

1931 

6199 

GK 6299 

Dodson H27/25RO 

1931 

6200-6226 2 ' 35 ' 6 ' 8 

GN 6200-6226 

Dodson H27/2SRO 

1931 

6227-6234/6236-6238/ 

6240-6249 3 ' 5 ' 8 ' 9 

GP 6227-6234/6236-6238/ 

6240-6249 

Tilling (Lewisham or Camberwell 
Green) H27/25RO 

1931 

6235/6239/6250 5,6 

GP 6235/6239/6250 

Tilling (Hove) H27/2SRO 

1932 

6255/6256/6258-6272/ 
6274/6276/6278-6289/ 
6291-6300 5 ’ 6,8 

GW 6255/6256/6258-6272/ 

6274/6276/6278-6289/ 

6291-6300 

Tilling (Lewisham or Camberwell 
Green) H27/25RO 

1932 

6257/6273/6275/6277/ 

6290 s 

GW 6257/6273/6275/6277/ 
6290 

Tilling (Hove) H27/25RO 


Notes: 

1. 6001,6003 & 6006 chassis lengthened & rebodied BH&D H30/26R— 1935 

2. 6002, 6004, 6005,6007-6012 & 6200 chassis lengthened & rebodied BH&D O30/26R — 1936 

3. 6202, 6247 & 6248 chassis lengthened & rebodied BH&D O30/26R— 1937 

4. 6002, 6004, 6005,6007-6010 fitted with roofs by Eastern Coach Works — 1942 

5. 6203-6208,6216,6218,6221,6226,6234,6246,6250,6256,6259,6260,6263,6267,6272,6273,6280,6282, 6284, 6285,6289, 
6290,6295-6297 & 6300 chassis lengthened & rebodied ECW H30/26R — 1943/44 

6. 621 1,6215,6235,6264,6265,6270, 6272,6283, 6298 & 6299 chassis lengthened & rebodied Beadle H30/26R — 1944 

7. 6001 & 6003 rebodied Beadle H30/26R— 1946 

8. 6217,6244,6276,6277,6286 & 6291 chassis lengthened & rebodied BH&D O30/26R — 1945/46 

9. 6245 chassis lengthened & rebodied BH&D H30/26R — 1948 

In addition to the above, 43 Regents were re-engined with Gardner 5LW diesels between 1936 and 1938, 19 with AEC 7.7 litre 
diesels in 1937, and ten with AEC 7.7 litre diesels between 1945 and 1949. 


Increased peacetime travel needs 
ensured the Tilling STs remained a 
feature of the London Transport fleet; 
the last examples were withdrawn from 
passenger service on 31 October 1947 
with others surviving longer in the driver 
training, special events and service stock 
fleets — the last-named included the now- 
preserved 6098/ST922 (GJ 2098). 

THE BRIGHTON & HOVE TOUR 

It is this vehicle which toured Brighton and 
Hove on 28 October 2017 to commemorate 
the 70th anniversary of No 6212’s 
withdrawal. Joint organisers Brian Jackson 
and Geoff Smith reached agreement 
with No 6098’s owner — The London 
Bus Preservation Trust — for its use on 
selected routes over which Brighton-based 
sisters operated during the 1930s. Exact 
recreations were not possible owing to 
subsequent road layout changes, but Brian 
and Geoff devised a suitable itinerary. 

Their best made plans were changed on 
the day as the 87-year-old No 6098 showed 
its age and suffered various maladies that 
Robin Helliar-Symons — our driver for 
the day — and the London Bus Museum 
team coped so very well with. 

Some participants travelled on the 
Regent from Patcham to Old Steine where 
others, including your writer, joined for 
the ride out to the former route 4 terminus 
at Southwick Green — just within the 
westernmost limit of Thomas Tilling’s 
operating territory — where a planned 
photostop took place. Further pictures 
were taken outside Portslade railway 
station, which once served as the terminus 
of routes 1, 2, 6A and 7A, before returning 
to Brighton by way of Hove and Brighton 
railway stations for lunch. 

The afternoon s plans were revised to 
just visit Whitehawk Garage, built for 
Thomas Tilling in 1932 to replace the 
Montague Place premises inherited from 
the Brighton, Hove & Preston United 
Omnibus Co which lacked sufficient 
height and space for the then-new closed- 
top AEC Regents. Brighton & Hove Bus 
and Coach Company, the garage’s current 
owners, most kindly gave permission 
for No 6098 to be driven through their 
premises and posed on the garage exit 
ramp for pictures. 

A brief stop was made on Marine 
Parade during the return to Old Steine 
where our tour ended. No 6098 was 
driven around the lower green area for 


filming purposes before heading back to 
Brooklands via Patcham. 

In short, it was a most splendid and 
enjoyable day out that was thankfully not 
spoilt by the last-minute curtailments 


caused by the Regent’s health. 

Our thanks to organisers Brian Jackson 
and Geoff Smith plus the London Bus 
Museum volunteer crew for making the 
day a success. 
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I aim to help you feel more confident 
about restoring your vehicle’s bodywork, 
particularly if you have some knowledge 
and skills. But, before you try this 
yourself, please ensure you work in a safe 
environment with the right equipment. A 
lack of confidence may require a call to 
a professional, friend or fellow volunteer 
with the right experience. I will offer my 
tips but cannot be held responsible for any 
accidents should you attempt this yourself. 

A FIRST LOOK 

With your restoration project safely stored, 
take a closer look at its bodywork for any 
imperfections and you will soon realise 
the work required to return your pride and 
joy to ‘as new’ condition, or as close as you 
can get. I have worked on so many buses 
and coaches in various conditions over the 
years; some were considered impossible, 
but all can be worked on and revived to 
former glories — from those with minor 
dents and buckles to crumbling wrecks 
with woodworm and tinworm. 

There are several distinct types of bus 


and coach bodies. We are so lucky in the 
UK to have a wide variety, and we all have 
our favourites. Here are some of mine: 

Roe bodies are renowned for their 
strength. Roe’s teak-framed bodywork is 
easily recognisable through use of a thick 
lower-deck waist-rail. 

Metro-Cammell (MCCW) bodywork 
is well built with almost everything 
riveted together. Experience of owning 
an MCCW Orion-bodied AEC Regent V 
suggests aluminium and steel corrosion 
can occur. 

Weymann bodies, particularly those with 
flared lower panels, are stunning, but steel 
window pans can cause rusting issues. 
Park Royal bodies are enjoyable to work 
on, especially those dating from the mid 
to late-1950s. 

Eastern Coach Works bodies are of a 
classic and unmistakable style, and built 
to last. So long as the wood fillets beneath 
the window pans are kept good, the rest 
should remain solid. 

There are so many more I love; each 
style has its own character. 


I was supposed to be looking at vehicle 
mechanics this month but considered it 
a little heavy going after my previously 
discussing engines. Instead I will examine 
how you can get the body of your dreams, 
at least in terms of bus and coach 
bodywork. 

Bodywork is hugely important for the 
aesthetics and safety of your vehicle as 
you will not want to be driving it with 
body parts hanging off or rotting away. In 
an ideal world your vehicle’s body will be 
seamless and without any imperfections, 
but the reality when purchasing a vehicle 
is work will almost certainly be required 
unless in absolute mint condition. 

In my opinion, quality bodywork is 
about perfect lines, arrow straight beading, 
slot head screws in line (if needed), and 
perfect preparation for a showstopper 
brush-paint finish. Restoring bus or coach 
bodywork is one of my favourite tasks 
and the ideal opportunity for a client to 
see their vehicle starting to look smart as 


its exterior restoration 
comes together. 


















MAKING A START 

So where do you start and what should 
you look out for on your vehicle’s body? 

The job is going to be a lot easier if you 
know it is pretty sound and only requires 
a new panel or two. You can usually see 
panels and beading that have been put on 
unevenly and/or crooked. 

Look down the side of the bus in 
the light and see if there are any lumps 
and bumps where filler has been 
used previously. Look out for sagging 
bodywork, especially on wooden-framed 
vehicles, rotted through steelwork, 
corroded aluminium panels, and/or 
cracked and damaged fibreglass. Any of 
those and you need to think about the 
practicalities of reviving the bodywork. 

A need to rebuild can be down to 
several factors such as sagging window 
frames, popped headings or just beaten-up 
panels. Sometimes you will not find 
out what lies underneath until panels 
are removed. My advice is to remove 
sections at a time and assess the work 
section by section. Rebuild in sections 
too; this is a morale booster as one can get 

From this, a 1971 Willowbrook-bodied 
AEC Reliance awaits new panels and 
beading. JULIAN HALSTEAD 

To the finished product, the same AEC 
Reliance now gleams with new panels, 
beading and lower paint work. 

ASHLEY BLACKMAN 

This former West Yorkshire Road Car 
Eastern Coach Works-bodied Leyland 
Olympian awaits a full panel and beading 
refreshment. ASHLEY BLACKMAN 


overwhelmed by stripping too much then 
wondering where to start. 

CORROSION, ROT AND 
CRACKING 

Wood, steel, aluminium, and fibreglass 
will deteriorate from water ingress if left 
damp or wet for a long period. Placing 
steel and aluminium together causes a 
chemical reaction which corrodes and 
bubbles aluminium; bulging of panels 


or beading is a tell-tale sign and the 
aluminium will need renewing as a result. 

Fibreglass is a great material as it 
does not really rot, but does wear. It can 
break down and crack or craze; look for 
crack lines and small pin holes. These 
are repairable by carefully cleaning the 
affected area with a not too coarse sander 
and filling the cracks with a fibreglass mix. 

I have seen behind many bus panels 
and generally speaking steel frames are 
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Far left: Attention is given 
to this AEC Regent V’s 
framework above the 
platform door. 


Upper left: The door motor 
and frame had to be 
removed and the latter 
re-fabricated. 

Lower left: Comparing new 
steel frames and old. 

All: JULIAN HALSTEAD 


not bad, it is the rest of the steel structure 
that turns to dust. Window pans and 
stress panels are the biggest problems. 

This is where water gathers and remains, 
which starts the corrosion process. You 
must remember these vehicles were built 
for around 12 to 14 years’ service, but 
obviously many were operated for a lot 
longer, testament to some robust and 
quality body building. 

If your body is made from hard wood, it 
will still rot, especially around the window 
pans where water gets in. Tell-tale signs 
are screws coming loose and headings 
popping off. Look for sag in older bodies 
with a wooden main structure. 

TO FILL OR REPLACE 

You can fill dents and rebuild with 
fibreglass. This will depend on your 
vehicle’s condition and the cost of what 
you want to do. A good look around your 
bus or coach will 
no doubt find a 
dent, especially on 
the nearside front 
corner of a double- 
decker’s roof as 
this is a prime 
area for damage 
by trees and other 
obstructions. 

Decide if it is 
worth filling the 
dents or changing 
the panels. I 
suggest renewing 
panels where any 
are covered in thick 
paint layers that will 
take a lot of work to 
remove. Small dents 
are relatively easy to 
fill using body filler; 


larger dents take a lot more filler and time 
to get flat. 

REPANELLING 

After removing the beading (see below), 
your panels will be fixed in place using 
panel pins, small screws or rivets. They 
should come away with relative ease, 
although sometimes panels overlap each 
other or are tucked under the next. These 
can be tricky to dislodge, like a loose 
tooth hanging on a thread of skin that you 
want to pull but dare not. Just take a little 
time to make sure you have removed every 
fastening. 

Now you can source replacements. If 
you have know-how and equipment to 
make new ones, great, otherwise there are 
companies that will fabricate new panels 
for you. 

Take time to offer your new panels 
to the framework, making sure they 

are correct before 
scrapping the old 
ones. Clamp your 
panel in place before 
fixing in place with 
panel pins, screws 
or rivets (panels first 
require drilling for 
the last two). Stand 
back and check by 
eye how it looks. If 
all is well and you 
are happy with the 
position, continue 
fastening while 
making sure the 
panel remains flat to 
the framework. 

Corner panels can 
be tricky in making 
sure they are flat to 
the frame and keep 


the correct curve. Sometimes the inner 
framework will not have a curved piece 
against which to secure a panel, so make 
sure you do not push the corner down too 
much and loose the curve. Again stand 
back and check it by eye; if the corner 
disappears at the bottom you have pushed 
the panel in too much. 

BEADING 

Beading, or strapping, neatly finishes bus 
or coach bodywork and may be fixed using 
screws or pop rivets. Over a period of time, 
panel changes, damage and wear can cause 
beading to become lumpy and askew. This 
will spoil your vehicle’s finish, especially if 
you have gone to the trouble of replacing 
panels or stripping them to bare metal. 

Pop-riveted beading is generally easy 
to remove. Just drill each rivet out using a 
metal drill and remove the beading. 

Screwed beading can be a longer 
process. Screws will generally be tight 
if the bodywork behind is good. Some 
bodybuilders countersunk holes, set the 
screw then covered the hole with filler or 
aluminium solder to give a cleaner finish. 
This method is often found on coach 
bodies and ECW bodies of a particular era. 

You first need to find the holes by gently 
scraping the beading to remove the paint, 
after which you should see where the 
screw sits. Carefully drill to remove the 
filler — this usually drops out in lumps or 
you have a little more scraping to do — 
then clean out the screw head slot. 

An impact driver is now required. 

This is a large and heavy spring-loaded 
screwdriver which provides simultaneous 
impact and turning motion when struck. 

If the screw still does not loosen, you will 
have to drill the screw head off. 

Now your headings are removed, you 
can fit new straight replacements. 


ASHLEY’S BODYWORK TOP TIPS 

Make sure you have the best tools for the 
job and are confident using them. Good 
quality screwdrivers, impact driver, drill, 
metal scraper, centre punch, measure, 
hacksaw, work clamps, and Tipp-ex pen 
are recommended. 

Get the correct sealant for panels and 
beading, one that remains flexible and is 
paintable. 

You may need extra volunteers with 
experience for certain jobs. 

Use good lighting. 

Get a professional to do the work if you 
are not confident. 

Check out suppliers in your area 
able to manufacture parts and supply 
consumables. 

Take time to look at photographs of how 
your vehicle originally looked. Study past 
pictures as panels were often changed 
and altered over time. 
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I find fitting new headings very 
rewarding. Careful measuring, cutting, 
drilling and fixing will immensely 
transform a bus or coach. Even if deciding 
to keep and fill old panels, fixing new 
headings will make a huge difference. 

Beading can be obtained from several 
metal suppliers, usually in 4 metre lengths. 
Measure the body areas where beading is 
to be fixed and mark the lengths onto your 
new headings. I generally use a Tipp-ex 
pen, a great little tool for everything. 

Once you are happy with your 
measurement, secure your beading and 
cut to length (always measure at least 
twice and cut once!). After cutting, offer 
the beading to the area being fixed to 
check it is a snug fit. 

Now you can mark out to drill your 
holes. Bodybuilders used different 
methods when positioning these. Do 
mirror the original position, whether it is 
diagonal or in-line, when measuring and 
marking your positions. And ensure you 
will be securing into a fresh piece of steel, 
aluminium or wood before drilling each 
hole, countersinking if necessary. 

Make sure you have all your holes 
drilled and you are happy with the 
beading’s fit before sealing. Run a line of 
sealant along the back of the beading or 
onto the panel, then screw or rivet to fix in 
place. Clean any sealant residue to leave a 
clean, straight and watertight finish. 

IN CONCLUSION 

So there you have it. I hope this helps when 
examining your vehicle’s bodywork and 
fitting new panels, should you wish to do so 
yourself. Remember, if you lack confidence 
then call upon a professional, friend or 
volunteer with the right experience. 

This page, clockwise from top: Eastern Coach 
Works framework Bristol VRT-style 
before new panels are fitted. 

The Bristol VRT waits for a few more 
panels around its rear end. 

The Bristol VRT’s new panels are almost 
complete; areas of body filler applied and 
prepared before painting show in black. 

Straight and clean lines. 

A close view of arrow straight beading. 

All: JULIAN HALSTEAD 


IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS 

Ashley can be contacted by e-mail at: 

info@ashleyblackman.co.uk 
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Scouts, Guides, Morris Dancers and the like all needed to reach 
their venues — here’s how! 



This page, top: During the 
1980s,the Nonsuch Scout 
Group was the proud 
owner of 1958 Burlingham 
Seagull-bodied Bedford SB8 
329 FPE, new to Ben Stanley 
of Hersham. It subsequently 
spent many years as a caravan 
and other related uses and 
was last recorded c2005. 

Left: Registered 7393 BT, this 
ex-military Marshall-bodied 
Bedford VASI is seen here in 
the service of the Goole Sea 
Cadet Corps. 

Opposite page, top: Bristol 
saloons were frequently 
chosen by scout groups etc. 
Seen in the Leeds area is 
this 1965 Bristol MW5G, 
formerly Bristol Omnibus 
2626 (DHW 992C), branded 
‘Scouts and Guides’. 
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Below: How smart is that! In 
1985 the Beechmen Drum 
and Bugle Corps was using 
rare 1968 Plaxton Panorama 
l-bodied Bedford VAL70 
OUD 553F. New to Grayline 
Bicester this coach was still 
extant in 2004 as a caravan. 

Bottom left: Caught on 
camera in Stockport was the 
Bredbury Morris Troupe’s 
former Hebble 80 (HJX 980F), 
a 1968 Willowbrook-bodied 
AEC Reliance. 

Bottom right: An unusual coach 
to see service as internal 
school transport was The 
Downs School. Wraxall. 
Bristol JR0 375L, a Van 
Hool Vistadome-bodied 
Bedford YRQ new in 1972 to 
Adventure of London SW5. 
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DELIGHT 


I Greater Glasgow PTE Leyland 
Atlantean LA927 (JUS 774N) has 
recently returned to the road after 
l2-years y meticulous restoration 
work, as SIMON GILL reports. 


This year is the sixtieth since the 
first production Leyland Atlanteans 
made their debut. Among the first was 
Glasgow Corporation LAI (FYS 998), 
an Alexander-bodied PDR1/1 which 
was exhibited on its bodybuilder’s stand 
at the 1958 Earls Court Show before 
entering service from Ibrox garage on 
15 December that year. Taking part in 
this year’s celebrations marking LAl’s 
debut will be one of its successors, former 
Greater Glasgow PTE (GGPTE) LA927 
(JUS 774N), which was painstakingly 
restored by owner Mark Budd. 

LA EVOLUTION 

LAI was the first vehicle completed 
at Alexander’s Falkirk factory and the 
forerunner of 1449 Atlanteans bought new 
by Glasgow Corporation and GGPTE 
to form the world’s largest fleet of the 


type. Like all early Atlanteans, LAI had 
a box-like body with flat upright front 
and shallow upper-deck windows. Its 
appearance did not gain favour with 
the Glasgow Corporation Transport 
Committee; the city’s officials worked 
with Alexander’s to improve the shape of 
its bodies for rear-engined chassis. 

A ‘Glasgow-style’ Alexander body was 
launched in August 1962 featuring wrap¬ 
around curved windscreens on both decks 
and neatly rounded front and rear roof 
domes. This design, known as the A-type by 
Alexander, was popular with UK operators 
and set the pattern for Alexander’s double¬ 
deck designs until 1984. 

Deliveries of Glasgow’s A-type-bodied 
Atlanteans continued with only minor 
changes until LA422 (PYS 950G) was 
received in July 1968 (although it did 
not enter 


service until November 1968, hence the 
G-registration). Not only was it built to 
the new maximum width of 8ft 2 1 Ains 
(designated J-type by Alexander), it was 
also the Corporation’s first dual-door 
Atlantean and fitted with a forward- 
ascending staircase and automatic 
gearbox. 

The next deliveries reverted to single¬ 
door form before LA465 (UGA 218H) 
led the introduction of a further 286 
dual-door Atlanteans to the city. LA501 
(UGA 254H) was the first with Leyland’s 
updated Atlantean PDR1A/1 chassis and 
a revised Alexander front dash panel with 
raised mouldings. 

The next significant change occurred 
in November 1972 with the arrival of 
LA601 (FUS 121L). This was Glasgow’s 
first with Leyland’s new Atlantean 

AN68/1R chassis and Alexander’s 
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aluminium alloy-framed AL-type body. Its 
batch introduced a flatter roof profile and 
equal depth windows on both decks but 
continued the two-door layout. Faired-in 
engine shrouds were fitted to LA691 
(HGD 897L) and subsequent deliveries. 

GGPTE assumed control of the 
Corporation’s bus fleet on 1 June 1973, 
with Ronald Cox appointed as its first 
Director General. He was previously 
General Manager at Edinburgh 
Corporation and had introduced 
panoramic-windowed Alexander-bodied 
Atlanteans to the Scottish capital. 

It did not take long to develop a new 
GGPTE standard, the Alexander AL 
bodywork reverting to single door form 
but fitted with panoramic windows. The 
first, LA751 (NGB 119M), was displayed 
at the 1973 Scottish Motor Show with the 
style remaining almost unchanged until 
the final 99 Atlanteans, commencing with 
LA1351 (RDS 565W) in August 1980, 
were built with short window bays. 

PANORAMIC PROBLEMS 

Serious structural defects were discovered 
during 1979 in the 601 Atlanteans with 
panoramic bodies owing to a lack of body 
framework rigidity. Although the upper 
and lower deck window pillars lined up 
on the nearside, they were offset on the 
offside which meant most of its pillars 
were discontinuous. This caused frame 
cracking and corrosion between the 
staircase and the rear wheelarch. 

Some of these buses were repaired 
using strengthened framework, and others 
fitted with short window bays in the lower 
saloon, but the work was costly and time- 
consuming so many were prematurely 
withdrawn. 


Opposite page: This view shows the clean 
lines of LA927’s panoramic body with 
some of Glasgow’s classic tenement 
houses in the right background. 

SIMON GILL 

This page, clockwise from top: JUS 774N as 
acquired by Mark Budd from Don’s of 
Dunmow in August 2005. 

Rear of JUS 774N with the remains of 
donor LA843 (SGA 726N) which yielded 
many useful parts. 

Roof and cove panels of LA927 are 
removed for repair and replacement. 

Offside of LA927 with upper-deck being 
rebuilt; removing one panel leads to 
another... All: MARK BUDD 



LA927 

LA927 (JUS 774N) entered service from 
Ibrox garage in June 1975 in GGPTE 
livery of Verona green lower panels, Gold 
Cup yellow between-decks and white 
window surrounds and roof. Its GGPTE- 
specified Alexander AL body was fitted 
with panoramic windows and its Atlantean 
chassis with a Leyland 0.680 engine and 
four-speed semi-automatic gearbox. 

It was later repainted into what became 
known as ‘PTE2’ livery with the yellow 
now also covering the upper-deck window 
surrounds and roof, and the green applied 
to the lower panels and lower-deck 


window surrounds. Just the windscreen 
surround and a 7ins-depth band above 
the lower-deck windows remained white. 
A matt black skirt was applied behind the 
front wheels and across the rear, while 
Trans-Clyde fleetnames were applied to 
the forward upper-deck side panels. 

LA927 was a casualty of the decision 
to prematurely withdraw panoramic- 
windowed buses and was withdrawn on 
expiry of its initial Certificate of Fitness 
in June 1982, soon after transfer to 
Newlands garage that April. It was sold 
with three others to Don’s of Dunmow, 
Essex; there the Atlantean was repaired 
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and operated from May 1983 until August 
2005, when it was acquired by Mark Budd 
for preservation. Its 22 years’ service 
with Don’s contrasts with the seven years 
LA927 spent in Glasgow and reflects 
Don’s thorough maintenance regime. 


EXTERIOR RESTORATION 

LA927 was initially stored on arrival in 
Glasgow at Bus World in Hillington, 
where it was subjected to mindless 
vandalism before movement to the 
Glasgow Vintage Vehicle Trust’s (GVVT) 




November 2007, and the new Alexander 
front panel, in orange, is shown on the 
right with the original panel providing a 
pattern on the left. COLIN ANDERSON 

Front nearside of LA927 in April 2008 
with the Tyne & Wear front dome fitted 
and original Trans-Clyde decal exposed. 

COLIN ANDERSON 

LA927’s rear on its way to completion 
with new corner panels fitted - April 
2008. COLIN ANDERSON 

premises at Bridgeton Bus Garage. Mark 
acquired similar ex-GGPTE Atlantean 
LA843 (SGA 726N) for spares from 
Smith’s Coaches of Patna, Ayrshire, in 
December 2005. This yielded numerous 
parts for LA927, including much of the 
missing original interior, despite its poor 
external condition from being left outside 
for several years. 

By May 2006 Mark realised the 
condition of LA927’s roof was very poor 
with both corners of the front dome 
injected with expanding foam which 
pushed the inner dome into the bus. The 
Atlantean had also clearly hit something 
very solid as the nearside roof coving was 
repaired with long lengths of aluminium. 

Mark decided to replace the front 
dome using one from similar ex-Tyne and 
Wear PTE 104 (EJR 104W), although he 
discovered some damage needed repairing 
after fitting, while LA843 donated outer 
roof skins and coving panels. LA927’s 
upper-deck windscreen and several side 
windows were removed but, as is so often 
the case, more damage was discovered, 
including the frame, which all needed 
repair. So it turned into a far larger job 
than anticipated. 

This included the inner dome 
and interior headlining, with LA843 
again yielding the necessary parts. 

All aluminium extrusions and other 
mouldings were stripped to bare metal 
for a perfect finish. Damaged panels 
were removed and replaced with new 
aluminium or good panels salvaged from 
LA843, which were fitted back to front to 
provide an ‘as new’ surface. 

Mark advises anyone to use new metal 
where there is any sign of a problem as 
sanding and filling takes more time than 
repanelling and never looks quite as good. 
Replacing the panel beneath the rear 
canopy, which had corroded around the 
brass hinge, proved complicated as the 
layered method of construction meant 
removing most of the back end. A bonus 
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was the work allowed other parts in poor 
condition to be replaced. Amazingly, the 
mild steel support brackets between the 
lower-deck ceiling and upper-deck floor 
were rust free so needed no attention. 

A brand new front panel was fitted. This 
involved careful measuring before cutting 
holes for the grille, lights and washer 
bottle flap, and drilling holes for the 
registration and fleet number plates and 
towing eye. New yellow Lucas fog lamps, 
front light clusters and side indicators 
were sourced, while Ray Trigg provided 
a pair of new rear light clusters. Correct 
pattern mounting brackets for the rear 
view mirrors were acquired new as were 
glass mirrors finished in silver grey. 

The large bonnet-mounted LEYLAND 
lettering was assembled using letters 
rescued from a Leyland National 2 and 
a heavily-refurbished back plate from a 
Manchester Atlantean. Mark has fitted 
original specification white rubber at the 
top of the engine bustle corners. This was 
hard to find and eventually recovered 
from the emergency exit door surrounds 
of various Alexander Y, T and R-types and 
modified to suit. 


INTERIOR RENOVATION 

LA927’s seats are assembled from used 
vinyl gathered from several Glasgow 
Atlanteans. Many cushions required 
extensive repair followed by a deep clean 
using graffiti remover, but the interior 
finish is now very authentic. The Chapman 
driver’s seat was recovered in genuine used 
leather with the rear of the original back 
retained and deep cleaned. 

Passenger seat frames were removed 
for refurbishment and several later, and 
incorrect, straight legs replaced with 
correctly-curved items from LA843. Each 
frame was power wire-brushed to bare 
metal then covered with primer and two 
coats of Williamson’s Opaline Green paint, 
the latter applied using a fine soft brush to 
eliminate any giveaway brush strokes. 

All the fluorescent lightshades were 
removed and the reflectors painted with 
white Hammerite to increase light output 
and prevent corrosion. The cleaned shades 
were refitted with original style plastic 
gaskets to keep dirt and insects out. 

Green Formica panels were cleaned and 
damaged ones replaced by ones obtained 
from several scrap buses. 


New Treadmaster was purchased for the 
platform area and cut to size using a large 
paper template before fitting in place, 
followed by step edging. 

An anti-assault screen was obtained, 
restored and reinstated together with a 
‘Fast Fare’ Almex-E ticket machine and 
Bell Punch fare vault. The latter was 
restored and Halfords Fiat Red Orange 
spray paint applied to match its original 
colour. A matt finish, possibly due to cold 
or damp conditions when spraying, was 
easily fixed using T-cut to produce a nice 
off-gloss finish. 

Clockwise from upper left: The upper-deck 
showing a good set of vinyl seats and 
great attention to detail. 

A close up of the neatly-painted front 
dome and exceptionally-presented 
interior. 

Lower-deck looking forward with the 
driver’s anti-assault screen open. 

Platform area showing the red Bell Punch 
fare vault, Almex-E ticket machine and 
anti-assault screen. 

Almex ticket machine and drivers cab. 

All: SIMON GILL 
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CAUTION 


THIS VEHICLE 
IS 8'2’/ 2 WIDE 


From Monday, 3rd May. 1 9S2 all buses westbound along Dumbarton Road 
will be rerouted via the new Partick Bus Station, providing more convenient 
interchange facilities with Partick Station. The routes of eastbound buses 
will be unchanged. 


ijyS *XAT“r~ JUV 1 

3and4 stages 35 D 23 H 

E 5and6 stages 40 E 23 H 


s 23 C 12 G Night Service 60pOver 6 stages 45 F 

Passengers are reminded that they are required by law to produce 
their ticket or travel pass when required by authorised P.T.E. officials. 


BE A PTE 
DRIVER 


Left, top to bottom: 

Cab notices and Alexander body plate. 

GGPTE drivers could earn £60+ per week. 

An advert for the then-new Partick Bus 
Station’s opening on 3 May 1982. It has 
recently closed for refurbishment... 

A fare notice from 29 March 1981. 


Main picture: LA927 looks resplendent in 
Glasgow’s autumn sunshine. 



iJ=? EXACT FARE-NO CHANGE GIVEN Lzz 


A Storno 600CQM radio system has 
been installed and although it does not 
work properly (which is just as well as 
it may be illegal to use), the red light 
illuminates and it hisses occasionally — 
just like they did in service! A replacement 
steering wheel, saved from LA510 
(XGA 8J) when it was scrapped, was 
stripped then sprayed with Hammerite 
paint. A new indicator stalk, found at 
Larkfield garage, was fitted to its original 
location to the driver’s right. 

Several replica adverts and notices are 
applied on LA927’s internal cove panels. 
Mark scanned originals, kindly loaned 
by Brian Longworth, in sections then 
re-stitched the images using Photoshop. 

A local supplier printed the reproductions 
using wax-based ink on heavy paper to 
afford some protection against moisture. 
No particular period is featured although 
there is a bias towards in-house GGPTE 
advertising and notices. 


The inner front and rear domes and 
upper-deck emergency exit were given 
five very thin coats of gloss cream using a 
mini roller. This has given a smooth finish 
looking just like the coloured gelcoat layer 
of the original fibreglass. 

DESTINATIONS 

The Atlantean’s destination gear had 
been removed so this was reinstated by 
Mark. A hybrid destination blind is fitted, 
combining that used by Maryhill garage 
with a section from Larkfield at the end. 
Mark made new number blinds using shirt 
canvas purchased from John Lewis and 
black Vinyl Soft Sheen emulsion paint 
from B&Q. 

He scanned the digits from an original 
number blind, printed each digit and cut 
out the numbers before drawing each one 
on the canvas by hand. Mark then used 
a thick layer of 70% PVA to 30% white 
emulsion paint to fill the holes in the 


canvas which were letting out too much 
light; the result looks very good. 

EXTERNAL PAINTING 

With the interior finished, the final job 
was to paint the exterior. After careful 
preparation, including a last layer of 
super-smooth filler where necessary, 
LA927 was etch-primed before two coats 
of appropriate colour undercoats were 
applied. These were followed by two 
topcoats, although the white band needed 
just one. 

Each coat was rubbed down before 
the next was applied. Mark obtained an 
exceptionally good finish by using a mini 
roller, except in tight corners where a 
one-inch artist’s paintbrush was used with 
light brush strokes to finish. No masking 
was needed apart from the white band’s 
upper-edge and sections of the black skirt, 
Mark instead relying on panel edges and a 
steady hand. 
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DEBUT 

LA927 looks splendid in its 
mid-life Trans-Clyde condition 
and is a real credit to Mark, 
the finished bus making its 
debut at the GVVT’s West 
End rally on 25 June 2017. 

After starting the project 
with no experience of bus 
restoration, Mark’s knowledge 
and competence increased 
as he tackled the renovation. 
Dismantling other buses 
helped demonstrate how 
the Alexander buses were 
constructed and proved 
invaluable when working on 
LA927. 

Many thanks to Mark Budd 
for making LA927 available 
for our photo shoot and 
supplying information and 
photographs for this feature. 



The rear offside view of LA927 shows its engine shrouds and unusual white rubber separating 
them from the engine cover. Both: SIMON GILL 
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The beginning of November, with the 
clocks going back and the nights drawing 
in, signifies the end of work on my former 
W. Gash and Sons Roberts-bodied 
Daimler CVD6 until the spring. 

I have previously tried working into 
the winter but, although idyllic in the 
summer, Ian and Jean Townsend’s farm 
is rather exposed and the wind and rain 
can be relentless. The bus is protected 
under cover but the treks to and from 
the workshop are sadly not and the cold 
hampers the paint, filler, sealant, etc from 
curing properly. To remain motivated 
— and bearing in mind the restoration 
process should be an enjoyable challenge 
rather than a gruelling one — I break 
off for the winter, take parts home for 
refurbishment and start again refreshed in 
the spring. 

PLATFORM AND STAIRCASE 

As items had to be reinstated in the 
correct order without any disastrous 
errors, I made a programme of tasks I 
hoped to complete with the help of Geoff 
Gilbert and Tony Marshall. Our main 
targets were to complete the back end 
and new open platform, reinstate the 
staircase and reinstall the refurbished 
lower saloon offside window pans. We 
managed to achieve most of these, despite 
suffering the sad loss of my father during 
the summer. 

I was unable to source the original 
plain beige Linoleum floor covering 
after extensive research so purchased 
a similar slightly-marbled Marmoleum 
flooring for the entire bus. Geoff and I 
realised it would be easier and make a 
better job if the rear platform flooring 
was laid in one piece before the staircase 
went back in. We laid our new marine-ply 
platform upside down as a pattern and 
copied it onto the Marmoleum to give 
an accurate shape to cut out with tin 
shears. 

We had removed the staircase through 
the dismantled offside panelling and 
pillars owing to space constraints; logically 
it had to go back in the same way. This 
made it a bit awkward as our plywood 
flooring needed to be fitted before the 
stairs were replaced. But, before that, the 
internal rear offside panelling and body 
pillars had to be refixed before the floor 
to access the bolts. Then, ideally, the 
Marmoleum floor covering had to be 
applied in one piece. 
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So, with all that in place, how would we 
then get the staircase back in? 

In the end, the new offside panelling 
and pillars were removed for priming, the 
plywood floor was put in, and the stairs 
temporarily installed to test their fit after 
extensive repairs. The stairs were removed 
and the underside top-coated while easily 
accessible, then replaced and tied up as 
high as possible to clear the platform. 

The flooring was removed, and the outer 
panels, brackets and pillars fixed into 
position before the flooring was replaced, 
the Marmoleum covering laid and the stairs 
dropped down into their correct position 
and securely bolted in place — job done! 

SEAT FRAMES 

Tony Marshall, my paint stripping 
specialist, had laboriously worked his 
way through the lower saloon seat 
frames and picked the old paint from the 
nooks and crannies. I considered having 
them powder-coated but, after rust was 
removed and the frames treated with rust 
killer, sanded down and primed, they 
looked very presentable, so I will probably 
save this expense and just give them a 
good few coats of top coat. 

Opposite page: DD6 patiently awaits its 
return to the road. GRAHAM BROWN 

This page: DD6 leads DD4 (a 1949 
CVD6 with 1958 Massey body) towards 
West Bridgeford on 15 July 1970. 

GRAHAM BROWN ARCHIVE 


PANSAND FILLETS 

Before the offside window pans could be 
replaced, the individual wooden fillets to 
which they are fixed had to be fabricated 
and bolted to the metal framing. As 
before, these were cut from my supply 
of recycled seasoned hardwood window 
sills. A string line was attached from front 
to back after installation and the wood 
carefully planed to give the outer panels 
and window pans a uniform line. 

Each bay also has a strip of wood 
attached below the window pans with a 
routed groove and drain hole to disperse 
any condensation. The outer edge is 
trimmed back and has a strip of felt 
attached to act as an anti-drumming 
device for the outer panel. 

As each aluminium outer panel 
overlaps the one below, the sections of 
vertical wooden fillet underneath must be 
carefully chiselled back to allow the panel 
strapping that covers the joint to remain 
nice and flat — luckily for me Geoff’s 
endless patience make this one of his 
specialities! 

The curved timbers above the platform 
were sadly either decayed or missing 
altogether but, as the bus is being restored 
to its original open platform guise, most 
had to be redesigned anyway — a lot of it 
by guesswork! Before that could be done, 
the corroded metalwork needed repair 
and replacement using the old pieces as 
patterns where possible. 


After bolting and welding in the metal, 
the new hardwood pieces needed notches 
and grooves cut in to clear the various 
fixings. This proved very time consuming 
and involved a lot of offering up’ and 
further tweaking to form each puzzle part. 
The wood must be a very tight fit in the 
metal sandwich to avoid any unnecessary 
future motion creak’ where large bolts pass 
through to fasten the two decks together. 

DESTINATION BLIND — LOST 
THEN FOUND 

The single front destination blind was 
absent when John Marshall kindly passed 
the old Daimler on to me. I convinced 
him it must be around somewhere as I had 
seen a photo of the bus shortly after John 
acquired it with the blind installed. 

With that in mind, I spent several hours 
with John a few years ago searching his 
many storage areas and, despite finding 
other gems, the blind remained elusive. 
We gave it up as long lost and I forgot all 
about it. 

I started a list of the various W. Gash 
destinations with a view to eventually 
getting a blind made and tried to 
identify an acceptable typeface to match 
the original from various photographs. 
However, I was recently working on the 
bus when my phone rang; it was a very 
enthusiastic John Marshall calling. 

John and his team are progressing 
well with his former W. Gash 
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Top left: The underside of the newly painted repaired Staircase. 

Above: Rear offside panels removed for test staircase fitting. 

Centre left: Geoff test fits the Marmoleum flooring on the rear 
platform. 

Bottom left: The plywood platform is fixed, and the staircase tied 
up to allow new flooring to be laid. 

Below: All is finally bolted back in place. All: GRAHAM BROWN 
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Top left and right: The rear offside corner 
before and after repair. GRAHAM BROWN 

Below: All panels and pillars are back in 
place for the final time! GRAHAM BROWN 

and Sons Duple-bodied Daimler CVD6 
DD7 (LNN353) and were searching for 
its platform blind. By chance he put his 
hand onto the luggage rack of his splendid 
1935 Lincolnshire Road Car Burlingham- 
bodied Leyland Tiger and was very 
surprised to discover three destination 
blinds hidden from view! 

John realised one of them was more 
than likely the long lost DD6 blind, 
complete with rollers and end caps. We 
arranged to meet at the splendid LVVS 
open day and now, after several years, 
the bus is reunited with its original 
destination blind. John remarked that 
every time I had ridden his Leyland Tiger 
for years, the lost blind was unknowingly 
stored safely inches above my head... 

Although a bit tired, owing to years of 
being subjected to sun and moisture while 
installed in DD6, the blind was made by 
T. Norbury and Co of 25 Gravel Lane, 
Salford, under the ‘Norco’ brand. I am 
glad that someone removed it when they 
did as it would otherwise have been in a 
far worse state, but is an excellent pattern 
for the making of an authentic copy. 

INTERIOR COLOUR PUZZLE 

The interior colour scheme of the bus is 
a mystery as there are traces of blue and 
maroon rexine around the lower saloon 
window pans, the maroon seat legs were 
once light blue, and there are panels with 
red rexine and maroon paint over red 
paint. The later enclosed maroon-painted 
platform was obviously also once painted 
blue and green to match the outer panels 
when in original open platform layout, 
which will be reinstated. 

I found the best part of a gallon of dark 
red paint on the bus which seems to be a 
good match for the original pieces of red 
rexine and some of the original painted 
metal. I preferred this to the later maroon 
shade so sent a sample to HMG in 
Manchester for matching, so I can order 
more if required. 

A piece of unfaded seat moquette from 
under the leather reveals it was also once a 
vibrant red colour, although I doubt there 
is anyone still around who can recall the 
original 1950s interior scheme or seating 
moquette. 
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Above: Tony gets to grips with the never- 
ending paint stripping. GRAHAM BROWN 

Right: The refurbished seat frames await 
their top coats. GRAHAM BROWN 

Below: Geoff chiselling the wooden fillets 
ready for panelling. GRAHAM BROWN 

Below right: Lower-deck offside ready for 
windows and exterior panelling. 

GRAHAM BROWN 
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Right: Rust-damaged 
metalwork above the rear 
platform. GRAHAM BROWN 

Far right: Platform timbers 
take shape. GRAHAM BROWN 

Centre, clockwise from below 
left: John Marshall with DD6’s 
long-lost destination blind. 

STEVE LYNNE 

Destinations on the original 
blind. GRAHAM BROWN 

The T Norbury and Co 
‘Norco’ destination blind 
logo. GRAHAM BROWN 
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IN LOVING MEMORY 

It is sad my dear old Dad did not live to 
see the bus completed, especially as it was 
him that originally ignited my interest 
in transport from an early age. He used 
to point out all the various PSV chassis 
and body combinations we passed while 
travelling in our trusty Austin A40 on 
regular trips to my Nan’s house in Sidcup. 

Before the Second World War, as a nine- 
year-old child, he used to regularly get a 
rover ticket and take himself off on the 
London tram network for the day — how 
times have changed. 

WITH GRATEFUL THANKS 

My thanks as always to hosts Ian and 
Jean Townsend for providing me with 
warm hospitality, Geoff Gilbert and Tony 
Marshall for invaluable help, and to the 
inquisitive farm cockerels for carrying out 
regular progress inspections! Above: Another Cockerel progress inspection! GRAHAM BROWN 
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Pictures: NIGEL APPLEFORD 


NIGEL APPLEFORD examines 
EFE’s models of Wright-bodied 
Dennis and Scania chassis. 



We focused on Exclusive First Editions’ 
(EFE) models of Wright Renown and 
Endurance-bodied Volvos in the October 
issue of B&CP ; this time we look at 
Wright’s almost identical products on 
Scania and Dennis chassis. 

Almost every Wright product’s name 
varies with the chassis type bodied, but 
an early exception was the low-floor 
Pathfinder, fitted to Dennis Lance SLF 
and Scania N113 chassis from 1993. 

Later bodies on low-floor Scania chassis 
included the Axcess-ultralow on the LI 13 
and Axcess Floline on the L94. 

DENNIS LANCE 

The step-entrance Dennis Lance was 
unveiled at the 1991 Coach & Bus Show 
as a larger version of the Dennis Dart, 
available in 10.5 or 11.5m lengths. Most 
were built between 1991 and 1997, 
although a final batch of 20 entered 
Singapore service in 2000. The shorter 
variant was built only as the Arrow double- 
deck bus, although the earliest examples 
were badged as Lances. A low-floor 11.5m 
length variant, the Lance SLF (Super 
Low Floor), was built between 1993 and 
1996. All Lances were powered by the 
Cummins 6CTA engine and fitted with 


ZF automatic transmission as standard. 

The Lance was bodied by Alexander, 
East Lancs, Northern Counties, Optare, 
Plaxton and Wadham Stringer for the 
home market, and by Alexander, Berkhof 
and Duple Metsec for operators in Hong 
Kong, The Netherlands, Poland and 
Singapore. 

The majority of the 105 low-floor 
Lance SLF chassis built received Wright 
Pathfinder bodywork, including 38 for 
London Buses for use on its first routes 
converted to low-floor operation. The 
exceptions were bodied by Berkhof for 
Stagecoach (ten) and airport operator 
BAA (30). 

SCANIA Nl 13/Ll I3/L94 

The transverse rear-engined Scania N113 
was introduced to the UK in 1988 as part 
of the manufacturer’s Series 3 range of 
buses and coaches. It was initially available 
in step-entrance form for single or double¬ 


deck bus use, with a low-floor single-deck 
version introduced in 1993. 

Just 42 low-floor N113s were built for 
the UK market, 30 of which were bodied 
by Wright for London Buses, before 
Scania added the LI 13 to its range. The 
latter effectively combined the N113’s 
forward section with the longitudinal 
rear-engined K113 chassis’ rear, but with 
a subtle difference — the 11-litre Scania 
DSll or DSC11 engine was inclined to 
reduce the floor height above it. 

The LI 13 was introduced to the UK 
in 1994 with the first examples receiving 
step-entrance bodywork by Alexander, 

East Lancs and Northern Counties. These 
were followed in 1995 by the 12m-length 
low-floor Wright-bodied L113CRL which 
was jointly marketed by Scania and Wright 
as the Axcess-ultralow and became a First 
Group standard vehicle, with nearly 250 of 
the over 300 built acquired new. 

Scania introduced its Series 4 range 
in July 1997 which utilised smaller and 
cleaner engines to comply with Euro2 
emission standards. The L113CRL was 
thus replaced by the 9-litre-engined 
L94UB. 

First Essex 61054 (R434 GSF), a Wright 
Axcess-ultralow-bodied Scania LI I3CRL 
new to First Rider (York) as its No 8434, 
is seen in Grays on I December 2007. 

EFE’s first Wright-bodied Scania release 
was Lincolnshire Road Car 801 (S80I 
SJV), a Axcess Floline-bodied L94UB in 
‘Connect 6’ livery. It was one of three 
used to upgrade the Lincoln - Skegness 
service and would later become 
Stagecoach 28801. The Scania passed 
to Connexions Buses (Harrogate Coach 
Travel) for further service in 2014. 

The second Scania model featured First 
Eastern National 654 (T654 SSF), a 
Wright Axcess Floline-bodied L94UB new 
to the operator in 1999. Unfortunately, 
these models show the body’s base 
colour behind their windscreens; a coat 
of black would make a considerable 
improvement. 
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First Eastern Counties Park & Ride was 
possibly an unusual livery choice. And not 
just once as two examples were produced 
— presumably a few of the first release 
were left over. The models represent Nos 
551/552 (R551/552 CNG) from a batch of 
thirteen Axcess-ultralow-bodied LI l3CRLs 
delivered in 1998. The LI 13 models feature 
an additional rear-nearside roof vent 
and different grille and rear side window 
arrangement to the L94s. 





460 Dartford »Gr.:: .■,r: 



Kentish Bus N252 BKK was one of ten low- 
floor Axcess-ultralow-bodied LI l3CRLs 
delivered to the operator for its 480 
Dartford to Gravesend service in 1995. 

First Midland Bluebird 579 (P579 RSG) 
is an Axcess-ultralow-bodied LI I3CRL, 
one of seven delivered to the operator in 
1996. It was later renumbered 62346 and 
received the familiar ‘Barbie’ livery. This 
example lacks a front registration plate, 
possibly a one-off or affecting the whole 
release. 

The most recent Scania release is 
Midland Classic’s Axcess Floline-bodied 
L94UB No.7l (S37I SET). This was new 
to Ludlow’s of Halesowen in 1998 and was 
more recently Diamond Buses No 30220. 

THE EFE MODEL 

The Wright-bodied Scania was introduced 
into the EFE range in September 2000, 
pre-dating both the Wright-bodied Volvo 
(May 2001) and Dennis Lance (August 
2003) models. 

Dimensionally the model scales out at 
2.5m wide and just under 12m in length. It 
certainly portrays the prototype extremely 
well and, although EFE chose to model 
all variants using the same bodyshell, I 
am unsure if the different body/chassis 
combinations varied in overall height. It 
is certainly not obvious from photographs 
and I have not been able to view general 
arrangement drawings. 

The model consists of a single-piece 
diecast body shell and plastic baseplate 
held together with three poles (blackened 
on later models) and plastic plugs. The 
front and rear windows and entrance 
doors are commendably flush and 



FLEETLIST- EXCLUSIVE FIRST EDITIONS 

1:76 4mm Scale 


WRIGHT-BODIED SCANIA 



Ref 

Identity 

Model 

Released 

27501 

Lincolnshire Road Car 801 (S80I SJV) 

L94UB/Axcess Floline 

Sep 2000 

27502 

First Eastern Counties 654 (T654 SSF) 

L94UB/Axcess Floline 

Dec 2000 

27503 

First Eastern Counties (Park & Ride) 551 (R55I CNG) 

LI l3CRL/Axcess-ultralow 

Feb 2001 

27504 

Kentish Bus N252 BKK 

LI l3CRL/Axcess-ultralow 

Nov 2001 

27505 

First Midland Bluebird 579 (P579 RSG) 

LI l3CRL/Axcess-ultralow 

Jun 2004 

27506 

First Eastern Counties (X88 livery) P549 RNG 

LI l3CRL/Axcess-ultralow 

Sep 2007 

27507 

First Eastern Counties (Park & Ride) 552 (R552 CNG) 

LI l3CRL/Axcess-ultralow 

Nov 2013 

27508 

Midland Classic 71 (S37I SET) 

L94UB/Axcess Floline 

Sep 2014 

WRIGHT-BODIED DENNIS LANCE SLF 



29801 

London & Country LSL005 (M5I7 KPA) 

Pathfinder 

Aug 2003 

29802 

Western National 221 (M22I EAF) 

Pathfinder 

Apr 2004 

29803 

Badgerline 141 (MI4I FAE) 

Pathfinder 

Feb 2005 

29804 

Go-Ahead Coastline 4769 (L469 YVK) 

Pathfinder 

Jul 2005 

29804A 

Go-Ahead Coastline 4769 (L469 YVK) * 

Pathfinder 

Sep 2006 

29805 

Southend Transport 761 (M76I JPA) 

Pathfinder 

Apr 2010 

29806 

Badgerline 142 (MI42 FAE) 

Pathfinder 

Jun 2014 

29807 

Southend Transport LSL004 (M764 JPA) 

Pathfinder 

Oct 2014 

* Code 2 2006 Omnibus Society Presidential Weekend 
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Right: The first Wright Pathfinder-bodied 
Dennis Lance SLF release was a model of 
London & Country LSL005 (M5I7 KPA), 
one of five similar buses to join the fleet 
in 1994/95 for use on route 408 between 
Guildford and Croydon. 

Below: Badgerline also took delivery of 
Wright-bodied Lance SLFs, its batch 
partly funded by Avon County Council. 
The very bright livery left intending 
passengers in no doubt of their low-floor 
status. Two releases were made in this 
livery: No 141 (MI4I FAE) in February 
2005 and No 142 (MI42 FAE) in June 2014. 




Below: Western National, then part of Badgerline Group, took 
delivery of Lance SLF 221 (M22I EAF) in 1995. It later transferred 
to First Midland Red as No 67301. The model, route-branded for 
service 183 (Plymouth-Okehampton), was released in April 2004. 






Above: This model of Go-Ahead Coastline’s 4769 (L469 YVK) 
was released in July 2005. An uncertificated run of 144 Code 2 
models of the same bus appeared in September 2006 for The 
Omnibus Society’s 2006 Presidential Weekend. 


fitted from outside in the usual EFE 
fashion. The side windows are one-piece 
transparent plastic panels overpainted to 
represent gasket or bonded glazing — the 
variations in rear window arrangements 
dependent upon chassis type are also 
accommodated. 


Wheels are very accurate looking and are 
produced in plastic on metal axles and 
fitted with rubber tyres. Accurate pattern 
mirrors are provided, and these really do 
enhance the model. The interior is again 
plastic and single-coloured apart from a 
black steering wheel. 


All models carry appropriate registration 
plates and the standard of finish continues 
the high standard set by EFE. 

Few, if any, of the real buses remain in 
PCV use although a number are saved for 
preservation. Time will tell if Bachmann will 
consider any further releases of this casting. 



Left: Another British Bus (later 
Arriva) subsidiary to receive 
the Lance SLF was Southend 
Transport which received 
four in 1995 as its Nos 761 - 
764 (M76I-4 JPA); these were 
later renumbered LSL00I- 
004 respectively. EFE has 
modelled two: No 761 (M76I 
JPA) in April 2010 and LSL004 
(M764 JPA) in October 2015. 
They appear identical save for 
fleet/registration numbers 
and destinations. 
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BACHMANN DEALER EXCLUSIVES 



EFE 31514 London Transport 
Routemaster - SHOPLINKER RM59 


Reg Number - VLT 59 
Fleet Number - RM59 
Route - fare 30p - SHOPLINKER 

RRP: £37.50 - OUR PRICE: £31.88 


EFE 25711 London Transport DMS 
Bus & Coach 

Reg Number - GHV 63N 
Fleet Number - DMS1063 
Route - 40 

Destination - VICTORIA 

RRP: £39.95 - OUR PRICE: £33.96 




EFE 28825 London Transport 
Leyland Titan Prototype 2 Door 

Reg Number - BCK 706R 
Fleet Number - N/A 
Route - 024 
Destination - VICTORIA 

RRP: £39.95 - OUR PRICE: £33.96 


POSTAGE £3 PER MODEL (£3.50 FOR 2, £4 UP TO 4) 

TTCDIECAST.COM 
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How has an airport fire tender assisted a B&CP photo shoot? 
Why does a Routemaster restoration include something rope-y? 
And what has happened to an East Yorkshire AEC Renown? 
NICK LARKIN has the answers! 



RENOWN’S JOURNEY 

Sadly this is not a case of a bus being so cherished it is invited to dine at the table with 
its owners. Following our feature on East Yorkshire AEC Bridgemaster No 725 in last 
month’s B&CP, MARTYN HUNT sent us two pictures of another AEC from the same 
fleet. 

AEC Renown No 780 (CKH 780C) was languishing at Hollesley, Suffolk, when Martin 
photographed it on 16 March 2009, but it has more recently had a rather different 
change in fortune to form a very large feature at the Beatus restaurant in Lisbon. 

An optimist would say that at least the bus has been painted and is undercover. A 
pessimist would point out this obviously doesn’t apply to the roof! 


SOVIET STOP 

These are most definitely the presents 
for the bus enthusiast stop-ping at 
nothing for a good read. 

Soviet Bus Stops by Christopher 
Herwig presents an in-depth look at 
the most incredibly diverse collection 
of omnibus halt points from behind the 
former Iron Curtain. Maybe you think 
this subject might wear a tad thin by 
the time you have reached the end, but 
readers obviously made a (bus) stand 
and demanded a second volume. 

In the true spirit of omnibus glasnost 
this has now appeared. Both volumes 
are available from MDS Books (www. 
mdsbooks.co.uk) at £19.95 plus £3p&p, 
not a lot for books that are fare reading 
at every stage. 



JUST THE TICKET 

This piece of artwork is among the latest 
exhibits at the London Bus Museum. The 
young lad certainly looks rather dapper 
in his Plus Fours! Picture: NICK LARKIN 
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‘ROPEY’ RML 

As you will see from this issue’s 
feature the His Church charity 
try to keep vehicles as original 
as possible, but something a bit 
‘rope-y’ has been added during 


RML257l’s restoration work. 

The used ticket container 
is now a dedicated ‘rope box’; 
the rope in question is used to 
restrict the open rear platform. 
We consider this practice 


could have been useful when 
the bus was in local service. 
The conductor may have used 
the rope to throttle unruly 
passengers or lasso non-fare 
payers after leaving the bus! 


Pictures: HIS CHURCH 




LohBor* Nrnta • 
Grand Gedtfifc* Gee 
MryOnfl Grwd W 
SnxRKvCm 


LIBERIA 




And we thought TfLs route 231 went from Enfield Chase to 
Turnpike Lane station! Here is evidence of an obviously short¬ 
lived extension to Liberia. His Church’s RML257I is actually at 
Arsenal’s Emirates Stadium after delivering Liberia’s vice-president 
— a fan of the team — to an event there. Picture: HIS CHURCH 


«isr ,s«p>o w 

CONDUCTOR'S OUTFIT 

T(ip Conducu^'i Otitffr now tpn- 

ijJjtt A Tltrie-wijf Spring Clip Tictdi 
Holds r, ihD * irtilrt Coii<Jucn»r'l Pcittd Cip, 
Nupihpr &idjc. Mon** Bag,. Conductor't 
Winnie. IS FUtldn^r Ticfeecii and * 
trig T«ckct Punch. 

No. JO). PRICE TJia Complete Outfit 

2/6 


TICKETS PLEASE! 

We have heard of children being shoved up chimneys in 
Victorian times, but this is ridiculous! This virtual babe in arms 
has been plucked from his playpen and sent to work on the 
buses. He would probably be driving by the next year... 

It is obviously a whistle, not a dummy in the poor lad’s mouth. 
And I see the junior conductor has a smug and patronising leer; 
very convincing! And his cap is set at a jaunty angle, which will 
not do him any favours if the management see him. 

Many thanks to ANDREW EMMERSON for the picture, who 
remarks: ‘I last saw a bus conductor use a whistle in about 1964, 
when he got off the bus and guided the driver reversing his bus at 
Turweston village green, near Brackley, on Midland Red route 484. 




LOVELY LOLLY 

This month’s unusual omnibus depiction 
is featured on this jolly nice bag of lollipops 
courtesy of Pimlico Confectioners, which 
is based in Bury, Lancashire. 
(www.pimlicioconfectioners.co.uk) 

We think there is a hint of 
Southdown ‘Queen Mary’ Leyland 
Titan PD3/4 about that vehicle — 
any other suggestions? 
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FIRE TENDER TO 
THE RESCUE! 

As anyone who takes 
photographs will know, there 
is always danger of losing 
the light at this time of year, 
even in the early afternoon. I 
was thus getting increasingly 
anxious during our visit to the 


extraordinary hard-working 
fleet of charity His Church. 
We still had a major picture of 
three vehicles to do and the 
light was fading quickly. Yet 
they told me not to worry and 
have faith. 

Now, although His Church 
does some extraordinary 


work, and however strong its 
link with the Almighty, turning 
night into day was surely not 
among even this charity’s 
possibilities. Or was it? 

Escorted to the photoshoot 
site I was treated to a blaze 
of light as good as any sunny 
afternoon! It was courtesy of 


an MAN airport fire tender, 
which as well as its obvious 
function, is used by His Church 
as a generator for lighting, 
wherever needed. 

They told me to have faith! 


LBM LOW FLOORS 

This scene at the London Bus 
Museum will certainly make at 
least 97% of B&CP readers feel 
old! 

The Museum’s excellent 
collection not only includes the 
Stagecoach Group’s first low- 
floor double-deck bus, Dennis 
Trident TAI (S80I BWC), but 
it has also been joined by the 
first of the WVL ‘Weevil’ class 
of Wright Gemini Eclipse¬ 
bodied Volvo B7Ls, WVLI 
(LG02 KGP). 

New Routemaster aside, 
these vehicles were arguably 
the most stylish London buses 
for years, and today certainly 
still look good for a modern 
bus. Except that WVLI, 
acquired from Ensignbus for 
the Museum’s collection, is now 
15-years-old... 
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BUSMART 


INDE 


Buses and coaches for sale II 

Buses and coaches wanted III 

Bus and coach parts for sale III 

Storage/workshop facilities IV 

Assistance/information wanted IV 

Restoration services IV 

Books, magazines and DVDs for sale VI 

Photographs for sale VI 

Photographs wanted VI 

Miscellaneous artefacts wanted VI 

Models for sale VII 

Models wanted VII 

Events VII 


Other Categories (not listed this month) 

Accommodation 

Announcements 

Assistance available 

Books, magazines and DVDs wanted 

Bus and coach parts wanted 

Buses and coaches for hire 

Business for sale 

Heritage bus services/tours 

Miscellaneous artefacts for sale 

Museums 

Obituary 

Presbus bookshop 
Property for sale 
Reunions 
Services 

Shared ownership 
Situation vacant 
Societies 

Sponsorship wanted 
Storage wanted 



UEHICLE: Ex-Cumberland 251 (F25I JRM). 

DETAILS: Leyland Lynx Mkl.The last of four CMS Lynxes to survive. It has been repainted in 
CMS Ayres Red. The bus is a treat to drive, but the body framework is showing 
signs of decay from the window sills downwards which will require remedial work. 
Disposal due to downsizing collection. No MoT. Offers around £2,500. 

CONTACT: E-mail: enquiries@wtht.co.uk or Tel: 01900 67389. 


ADVERTISING RATES 



TRADE ADUERTISING 


Genuine private readers’ lineage adverts are FREE and may include one 
FREE image. 

All advertisements will appear in the next available issue. 

DON’T DELAY, CONTACT US TODAY! 

Write or e-mail your requirements to Presbus Publishing, 12 Redland Close, 
Alderman’s Green Industrial Estate, Coventry, West Midlands CV2 2NP. 

All correspondence should be marked as ‘ADVERTISING’. 

Please note we do not accept private adverts over the phone. 


Trade adverts are also accepted, for 
which our standard rates apply. 

These also apply to display advertising 
should private readers require it. 

For our latest competitive rates please 
call or e-mail Sandra Lamb: 

024 7661 6930 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 


e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 



































BUSES AND COACHES FOR SALE 



Ex-Ribble 2134 (DBV I34Y) Leyland Olympian/ECW. The bus has 
been in outside storage in West Cumbria awaiting restoration. It is 
drivable, has no MoT, but comes with some spares. Disposal due to 
downsizing collection. Offers around £2,500. E-mail: enquiries@wtht. 
co.uk or Tel: 01900 67389. 



1980 Bedford CF 17-seat Mini Plaxton Supreme. Opel diesel engine 
and 5-speed overdrive gearbox. Restored over 10 years ago. One of 
three left of about 30 built. £13,000 ono. Tel: 01787 468601 (evenings). 



1949 Bedford OB. Built as 29-seater for Greenslades of Exeter 
but now devoid of seats and best described as a daybus. It resembles 
Grandmother’s front room with armchairs, chaise lounge, hanging 
pictures and horse brasses. A kitchen is also fitted. Converted 45 years 
ago. Now needs new owners. Bodywork needs a little TLC but it runs 
very well. Viewing essential. £30,000 ONO. Tel: 01787 468601 (evenings). 

Leyland-DAB Lion/Alexander DI60 UGA. Ex Leyland 
demonstrator then owned by Cottrells of Mitcheldean. and Fowlers of 
Holbeach Drove. 14ft 9in high. Featured in B&CPJuly 2013. In need of 
restoration to chassis and some bodywork. At present has the fuel tank 
removed which has been repaired. Fitted with horizontal Leyland TLII 
engine and ZF 5-speed automatic gearbox. The log book is present. Can 
be viewed at Swansea Bus Museum. Lack of time and skills in welding 
prevents restoration. £1,750. Call Dai or Sue on 01269 594798. 



1951 Bedford OB/Duple Vista C29F MFM 39, Crosville, but has 
been in Bristol area for last 25 years. Restored in 2010 Class 6 MoT, 
excellent order & fully maintained. Offers over £40,000. Tel: 07788 
516190 E-mail: paul.smallwoodl@btinternet.com 

1948 Austin CXB with bodywork by Barnard. Originally from 
Guernsey and more recently the Isles of Scilly. Much recent work to 
preserve this unique survivor, but not restored to concourse condition. 
Offers around £28,000 Please e-mail: simon@hendras.co.uk or tel: 
07919 253232. 



Preserved rare 1985 Leyland Tiger TL II Duple Caribbean body 
53 seats. Original moquette. Excellent condition for age. Runs well, kept 
garaged and stored - no current MoT. £3,500. Tel: 07751521867 E-mail: 
bluemotors@blueyonder.co.uk 

1972 Bristol LH 
Leyland 400 engine 

41 seats. Plaxton 
Elite body some 
work on body but 
still needs further 
restoration. Runs 
and drives OK. Has 
Plaxton Paramount 
front panel and had 
class 5 MoT. Kept in 
garage. Space needed, 
hence sale. £2,500. 

Tel: 07751 521867 
E-mail: bluemotors@ 
blueyonder.co.uk 

AEC Reliance/Berkhof. Rebodied in 1983 ex-East Kent National 
Express. Taken over as a restoration project but unfortunately cannot 
give the time and attention deserved to return to the road. Price 
reduced to £2,700. Please call David Goodfellow Travel (tel: 01405 
740638/07583 524045) for more details. 
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Ex-London Transport RF479 (MXX 456) Reasonable offers only 
please. Price includes a matching pair of front and rear RF country bus 
blinds and a spare wheel. Please contact Mr. Tony Peters on tel: 07860 
332339 or e-mail: redbox545@gmail.com 


Bristol single¬ 
deck bus 

Mechanically 
complete. 
Gardner 5LW 
£2,500 contact 
Rush Green 
Motors on 
01438 354174. 
(Trade). 



BUSES AND COACHES WANTED 


Looking for MetroRider or a Marshall Capital-bodied Dennis 
Dart. Anything considered. E-mail: nationalwelshlhs@aol.com 


BUS AND COACH PARTS FOR SALE 




1989 DAF MB230 Van Hool Alizee body, 51 seats, centre toilet. 
Runs well, 6-speed splitter gearbox. All in good order. In original livery. 
In service until last year and now garaged and stored so no current 
MOT. (Selling as contract ended and need space) £4,000 with sensible 
offers considered, especially if going for preservation. We would like 
it to go to a good home. Tel: 07751 521867 E-mail: bluemotors@ 
blueyonder.co.uk 



1990 CVE Omni. Perkins engine. 21 re-trimmed seats. Built in 
Shildon, County Durham. Owned from new. The last PSV example 
in existence and a rare vehicle. Still in regular use with just 270,000 
kilometres on the clock and runs beautifully, just passed its latest class 
6 MoT. Exploring possibilities of transport museum wanting to display it 
(with us covering costs) or possible sale to good home strictly as a PSV 
in preservation, if not we will keep it. Anyone wanting it as a caravan 
will be hunted down & shot! Serious enquiries to Steve Dine at Empress 
Coaches, tel: 01424 430621 


Albion FT39 parts: lx EN 287 and 2x EN286 engines, 2x gearboxes, 
lx steering box, lx master cylinder servo (complete), lx vacuum air 
tank, brake and clutch pedals plus various other odds and ends. Call 
Colin for more info on 07781 100301 

Two shop-soiled bus silencers. One: 3ft long, 9in diameter, 3.5in 
internal diameter, inlet 3.25in out at right angle. Other: oval 32in long, 
in and out 2.75in. £50 each. Call Alan on 01947 605683 


Pair of cab door 
locks. Both work 
well with new springs 
£30 pair or £20 each. 
Telephone Roger on: 
07855 376107 



Classic and Vintage Commercial Spares 
1940 to 1990 


We have thousands of parts new and 
secondhand for buses and coaches, trucks and lorries. 

We may just have that hard to find part. We also have 
hundreds of workshop manuals and part books. 


07803 181435 

We are always looking for vintage spares 


RUSH GREEN MOTORS 

Langley, Hitchin, Herts SG4 7PQ 
Tel: 01438 354174 Fax: 01438 353560 
www.rushgreenmotors.com 


Largest varied stock of vehicles and spare parts in the 
UK 1990 to pre-1940. Hundreds of vehicles, thousands 
of spare parts. UK and Continental vehicles including: 
AEC, ATKINSON, ALBION, EDF0RD, B.M.C, C0MMER, 
DODGE, FORD, LEYLAND, MAUDSLEY, SCANIA, 
BRISTOL, SEDD0N, TH0RNYCR0FT, VOLVO etc. 
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STORAGE/WORKSHOP FACILITIES 


Available in Kent between M25 junctions 5 & 6 plus direct access 
from A25. Water, lighting and electricity included. Secure site and 
compound. Choice of outdoor and inside accommodation. For details: 
stuboxall@gmail.com 



Are you the owner or know of the owner of Iveco Minibus E938 
KEU ? The last operator of this Iveco 49.10 was LuxiCars of Kidlington, 
Oxford which withdrew it in 2004, after which it was converted into a 
van by the next buyer. It is now a rarity and a minibus preservationist 
will be very interested to learn of its continued existence. If you can 
help please contact Adam Suttle, tel: 07749 829242 or e-mail: asuttle@ 
btinternet.com 



fESERVATlOl 


BE SMART: USE BUSMART! 


FOR TRADE ADVERTISING 

Call Sandra on 

0. m k 024 7661 6930 


or send an e-mail to: 
presbusps2@btinternet.com 



RESTORATION SERVICES 


NORTH WESTERN MOTOR SERVICES 

PROVIDING SERVICE WITH PRIDE AND HONOUR 


ANDREW CAMP 


Engineering Manager 


07391491366 


17 Ainsdale Avenue 


northwesternmotorservices@gmail.com Atherton, M46 9PN 



ISTORIC VEHICL 

RESTORATION 


We are currently looking to expand our team & are seeking experienced coachbuilders 

Please contact Seb Marshall on: Tel: 07950 272125 

WWW.HISTORICVEHICLERESTORATION.COM 

We have a large stock of engine spares for A EC & Ley land engines of the 50’s, 60’s, 70’s 

Unit 5 Trackside, Abbot Close, Byfleet, Surrey KT14 7JN 
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COACH REPAIRS & REFURBISHMENT 


Commercial and Vintage Coachwork Specialists 


• Specialist Repairs & Resprays 

• We Have an Extensive Range 


of Parts in Stock and also 

• Highest-End Restorations 

Available to Order 

• Custom Renovations 

• Our Experienced and Friendly 


Staff Provide Both Impartial 

• Insurance Approved 

and Friendly Advice 

Old and obsolete coach parts always wanted 


Unit 3, Hunmanby Industrial Estate, Bridlington Road, 
Hunmanby, Filey, North Yorkshire, Y014 OPH 

Telephone: 01723 892997 

E-mail: cobusuk@btconnect.com 








































BOOKS, MAGAZINES AND DVDs FOR SALE 


Central 


Bus Restorations Ltd 


We repair, refurbish and 
restore both modern and 
vintage vehicles. 

Both mechanical and body 
work including woodwork 
undertaken. 

Work undertaken in 
stages to meet individual 
requirements. 

Traditional coachpainting. 

We are located close 
to Junction 15 of the M6 


Call 07860 562165 / 01782 791757 
e-mail markl969owen@hotmail.co.uk 
or visit www.centralbusrestorations.co.uk 




you'd be 
surprised 
who 
reads it 


If you like old buses, you'll love 
this gorgeous magazine, 
full of fascinating articles and 
nostalgic pictures that give 
you an insight into the story 
of how we got to where 
we are today. 


If it's good enough for 
James Freeman, we reckon 
you'll enjoy it, too. 


from 

specialist bookshops, 
many WH Smith 
branches 
or by post from 


Classic Bus Publishing Ltd 
18 Brunstarve Road 
Edinburgh EH15 2QJ 


The Classic Buses by Gavin 
Booth. Hardback, 122 unmarked 
pages,in excellent condition. 

£2.95; AEC vehicles: Origins 
to 1929. Hardback book by 
Brian Thackray, 144 unmarked 
white pages, great b&w photos, 
superb, as new condition. £2.75 
Call: D Clark on: 07399 359072 

Remember the Blue Buses. DVD of the last years of Samuel 
Ledgard in the 1960s. Re-mastered archive cine film. £14 including 
postage from: Samuel Ledgard Society, 58 Kirklees Drive, Farsley, 
Pudsey LS28 5TE. Cheques payable to Samuel Ledgard Society, please 

DAF Bus ALX300 Driver’s Info Booklet (Arriva Issue) & Wright 
Customcare Driver’s Handbook priced at £5 each posted to the UK. 
For more details please contact me via e-mail: steven.morritt@sky.com 



Norfolk Buses by John Law 96 unmarked pages published 2016 
brand new £6.50. Tel: 07399 359072. 



Eleven Issues of Buses Extra: Nos 2, 6, 7, 21, 22, 24, 25, 28, 31, 34 
and 35. All for £3 plus £3 postage. Richard: 01842-819969. 


_ PHOTOGRAPHS FOR SALE _ 

TRAVEL LENS PHOTOGRAPHIC 


Specialists in Transport Photographs 

Over 100,000 titles available in black & white and colour 
Railways, Buses, Trams, Trolleybuses and Shipping 
No lists, but approval selection available. Send for details & requirements to: 

Ardenvohr, Hilary Park, Douglas, Isle of Man, IM2 3ED 

SOLE SUPPLIER OF THE G.LUMB COLOUR COLLECTION PHOTOS FROM 1959 ONWARDS 


PHOTOGRAPHS WANTED 


Quality slide or photo collections purchased for cash: best prices 
paid. Call Sandra: 024 7661 6930 or e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 

Photos of Birmingham City Buses from 1960s (fleet numbers 
between 1481-3227). B&w or colour. Contact Keith: currkei@aol.com 


MISCELLANEOUS ARTEFACTS WANTED 


Wanted Lapel or pin badges for the following builders: MCW, 
Metro- Cammell or Metrobus, Optare, Wright Bus, Ailsa (pre-Volvo) 
and British United Traction. E-mail: ian@ihmsl.com Tel: 07855 324562. 
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MODELS FOR SALE 


EVENTS 


Optare Metrorider, DAF SB 120, Volvo B6 priced at £8 posted to the 
UK. Further info contact: steven.morritt@sky.com 


SIMMONS 

TRUCK & BUS 

BUYERS AND SELLERS OF 
DIECAST MODEL BUS AND TRUCKS 


COLLECTION WANTED 
OF BUSES 8c TRUCKS 

(CASH PAID ON COLLECTION) 


WE HAVE A LARGE SELECTION 
OF MODELS IN OUR EBAY SHOP 


stores.ebay.co.uk/SIMMONS-TRUCK-AND-BUS 



WHERE WE HAVE OVER 
800 ITEMS FOR SALE 



Tel: 07900 900422 

E-mail: annies@live.co.uk 


MODELS WANTED 


Graham models 



EVENT ORGANISERS: Please send details of your events direct 
to Sandra Lamb for inclusion in this column as soon as possible, 
and in all cases at least three months in advance of the date of the 
event. We regret that otherwise we cannot guarantee inclusion. 
E-mail presbusps2@btinternet.com or by post to 12 Redland Close, 
Aldermans Green Industrial Estate, Coventry, CV2 2NP. 


SUNDAY 14 JANUARY 

South Yorkshire Transport Museum. Open day at Aldwarke, 
Rotherham. 10.30-16.00 (last admission 15.00). Enquiries: www.sytm. 
co.uk. 


FRIDAY/SATURDAY 26/27 JANUARY 

London Transport Museum. Depot Discovery Tours at Acton 
Depot. Adults £12, concessions £10. Tickets must be pre-booked at 
www.ltmuseum.co.uk or tel: 020 7565 7298 (10.00-17.30 daily). Under 
16s must be accompanied by an adult. 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 27/28 JANUARY 
Blackpool Heritage Trams. ‘Winter Gold’ operating weekend. 
(10.00-17.00). Round tour or day tickets available. Enquiries: www. 
blackpoolheritage.com or e-mail: heritage.trams@blackpooltransport.com 


SUNDAY II FEBRUARY 

South Yorkshire Transport Museum. Open day at Aldwarke, 
Rotherham. 10.30-16.00 (last admission 15.00). Enquiries: www.sytm. 
co.uk. 


SATURDAY 17 FEBRUARY 

Enfield Transport Bazaar. St.Paul’s Centre, 102 Church St., Enfield. 
Admission £3. Two minute walk from Enfield Chase Station and 10 
minutes from Enfield Town Station. 11.00-14.30. Very limited car 
parking. E-mail: nleevents@outlook.com. 

Maidstone Vintage Toy Fair. Lockmeadow Market Hall, Hart 
Street, Maidstone ME 16 8RG. Details: www.facebook.com/ 
MaidstoneVintageToyFair 


SUNDAY 18 FEBRUARY 

‘Everything has Doors* Bus Event. Epping-Ongar Railway, Ongar 
Station, Station Approach, Ongar, Essex CM5 9BN. Details: eorailway. 
co.uk/events/ and e-mail: enquiries@eorailway.co.uk 


FRIDAY/SATURDAY 23/24 FEBRUARY 

London Transport Museum. Depot Discovery Tours at Acton 
Depot. Adults £12, concessions £10. Tickets must be pre-booked at 
www.ltmuseum.co.uk or tel: 020 7565 7298 (10.00-17.30 daily). Under 
16s must be accompanied by an adult. 


SATURDAY 24 FEBRUARY 

Shoreham Transport Fair. The Shoreham Centre, Pond Road, 
Shoreham-by-Sea BN43 5WU. Admission £1.50 (accompanied UI6 
free).10.00-15.00. Details: southernbusevents.co.uk/shoreham- 
transport-fair/ 


TRADE ADVERTISERS 

Call Sandra: 024 7661 6930 


or send an e-mail to: 
presbusps2@btinternet.com 



SATURDAY/SUNDAY 24/25 FEBRUARY 
Blackpool Heritage Trams. ‘Winter Gold’ operating weekend. 
(10.00-17.00). Round tour or day tickets available. Enquiries: www. 
blackpoolheritage.com or e-mail: heritage.trams@blackpooltransport.com 


SUNDAY 25 FEBRUARY 

Swansea Bus Museum Running Day. The first at the Museum’s new 
premises 2 Viking Way, Swansea Enterprise Park. Free trips on nostalgic 
routes. Details: www.swtpg.org.uk 


February 2018 
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23rd ANNUAL RAIL/BUS 
COLLECTORS’ FAIR 

PUDSEY CIVIC HALL, LEEDS 
Saturday 13th January 2018 | io.ooam - 3.00pm 

The leading indoor event for all collectors of railway, bus, ship 
and aircraft memorabilia, books, photographs, tickets, 
paperwork, metalwork, railwayana etc. 


VENUE: 200 yards North of New Pudsey Railway Station. 
200 yards from the junction of the A6I20 Leeds Outer Ring Road 
and the A647 Leeds and Bradford Road at ‘Dawson’s Corner’ 

Fair & Civic Hall Signposted Ample Free Parking next to the Hall 

e-mail rennison@cc-email.co.uk 


tel 0113 2363695 


ADMISSION £2.00 



TAIL 

Transport Auctions of London 



TRANSPORT AUCTIONS of LONDON 

The specialist, expert Auction House for 

TRANSPORT COLLECTABLES 

Bus, Coach, Tram, Trolleybus & Rail 

Signs & plates, badges, posters, maps, timetables, destination 
blinds, tickets & ticket machines, railwayana and other relics 

3 sales a year at the Croydon Park Hotel, East Croydon. 
Viewing from 9:30am, sales start at 11:00 
Join us in the saleroom or bid online 
Next sales: Saturday 17 February & Sunday I July 2018 

• Unrivalled market knowledge & expertise 

• Quality items for buyers, excellent prices for vendors 

• Free expert advice & valuations, cash offers available 

• Comprehensive catalogues, free by email 

• Prompt payments to vendors 


Now welcoming entries for our February sale 
Contact us for free advice and valuations 

enquiries@transportauctionslondon.com 
Tel: 01737 237505 
www.transportauctionslondon.com 
Facebook: transportauctionsoflondon 
Twitter: @TranspAuctions 
Transport Auctions of London Ltd 
Hamilton House, 87-89 Bell Street, Reigate RH2 7AN 




STAINES TRANSPORT COLLECTORS FAIR 
SATURDAY 10th FEBRUARY 2018 

10.30am - 3.30pm 

THE HYTHE CENTRE, THORPE ROAD, 
STAINES, TWI8 3HD 

Collectables for Bus, Tram, Trolleybus, Railway and 
Underground enthusiasts. Now in its 12th year! 

Enquiries for this event to: 

Julian Bowden, 21 Forde Avenue, Bromley, BRI 3EU 
(SAE please). Mob: 07932 812268 


SHOREHAM TRANSPORT FAIR 


SATURDAY 24th FEBRUARY 2018 

10.30am - 3.30pm 

THE SHOREHAM CENTRE 
2 POND ROAD, SHOREHAM, BN43 5WU 

For further information visit: 

www.southernbusevents.co.uk 


UNLUCKY 


13TH PEAK PARK 

PRESERVED BUS GATHERING 

Sunday 17 th June 2018 


Large display on both sides of the track | Judging of fully restored buses 
Frequent preserved bus services in the National Park 
including Bakewell and Matlock | Sales stalls and refreshments 
Steam train rides connecting with preserved buses at all stations 



For full details and entry forms contact Dennis Vickers: 

www.peakparkrally.wordpress.com 

14, Whiting Mews, Holland Road, Old Whittington, Chesterfield, S41 9HF 
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Preserved Bus and Coach Insurance 


Do you want to insure your preserved vehicle with just any insurer? 

or 

Do you want to insure with ZENITH MARQUE one of the most trusted and 
respected preserved vehicle insurers in the market? 


In an EXCLUSIVE partnership 
with Zenith Marque Insurance, 
Rigton Insurance Services 
Ltd, Chartered Insurance 
Brokers, are now offering a 
number of schemes for all 
preserved, classic and vintage 
vehicle owners. 



An enthusiast? An operator? 

Then you don’t want to insure with anybody else 



ZENITH 

MARQUE 


You can expect cover for 

•Preserved buses, coaches, single and double 
deckers, commercial vehicles, vans, trucks, military 
vehicles, fire engines, ambulances and many more 
•Preserved vehicles of all ages 
•Hire and reward, contract work, private hire, 
wedding hire, stage work and rallies 
•Social, domestic and pleasure use 
•Free bus services 
•Drivers from 25 to 75 years of age 

We offer you 

•A wealth of Underwriting expertise 
•GENUINE enthusiasm for the vehicle industry 
•Personal and professional service 


BREAKDOWN COVER AVAILABLE 


www.rigtoninsurance.co.uk 


Tel: 01943 662345 


Rigton Insurance Services Limited and Zenith Marque Insurance Services Limited are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 


Fax: 01943 875529 






READING 
BUSES STEPS 
IN FOLLOWING 
LATEST 
CUTBACKS 


JANUARY ISSUt 

OUT NOW 




"February 


ibfcfa IS January 


OXFORD STREET EXODUS 

PEPESTliiANISAnON hah f os KJNDON I 


THE WORLD’S 
BIGGEST 
SELLING BUS 
MAGAZINE 
SINCE 1949 


Available from WHSmith and other 
leading newsagents, or online at y 
www.keypublishing.com/shop f i 
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Mail Order Book Service 


88 Presbus 

PUBLISHING 


We accept payment by major 
credit/debit cards and also by 
cheques made payable to 
Presbus Publishing. 


MasterCard 



I I 


VISA 


i i 


^DELTA 


VISA 



Orders are sent 

(to UK addresses only). Please 

call for overseas postal rates. 

Please allow 14 days for delivery. 
If you require a faster service, 
please notify us at the time of 
placing your order. 

Presbus Publishing 

Unit 12, Redland Close 
Aldermans Green Industrial Estate 
Coventry CV2 2NP 

See our website for a full list of 
titles currently available. E&EOE 


024 7661 6930 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 

www.presbuspublishing.com 

PLEASE INCLUDE A TELEPHONE 
NUMBER WITH ALL ORDERS! 


This exclusive service is provided 
by the publishers of 



ORDER NOW 
FOR POST-FREE 
UK" DELIVERY 

(* APPLIES TO UK ORDERS ONLY - 
PLEASE CALL FOR OVERSEAS RATES) 


A SELECTION OF NEW AND RECENT TITLES 



SILCOX 


ISLE OF WIGHT 
BUSES 


BUSES IN ESSEX 

THE 1960S AND I970S 

OAVID CHRISTIE 


MrDL.ANO 
S nsur-u ,r d r: a i v r. n S 


London Trolleybus 
Depots Part I 

H Taylor | Adam Gordon 
184 pages \ hbk 

£38.50 


West Midlands PTE 
and its Successors 

D. Cole | Amberley 
96 pages | sbk 

£14.99 


Isle ofWight Buses 

A Mead | Amberley 
96 pages | sbk 

£14.99 


Buses in Essex: 

The 1960s and 1970s 

David Christie | Amberley 
96 pages | sbk 

£14.99 


Streets of London 
Transport 

MickWebber \ Capital 
96pp | hbk 

£19.95 


Buses, Coaches, 
Trams,Trolleybuses 
& Recollections 1963 

Henry Conn \ Silverlink 
64 pages | sbk 


Buses, Coaches 
Recollections 1975 

Henry Conn \ Silverlink 
48 pages | sbk 

£ 6.00 


Leyland National 

Les Simpson 
80 pages | sbk 

£15.95 


Royal Blue 
Recollections 1963 

Chris Harris | Silverlink 
48 pages | sbk 

£ 6.00 


Aflvan 


Advancing in a 
Forward Direction 

S J Brown \ Fawndoon 
192 pages \ hbk 

£45.00 






WEST MIDLANDS PTE AND ITS 
SUCCESSORS 


Silcox Motor Coach 
Co Ltd 

Vernon Morgan 
300 pages \ sbk 

£ 22.00 


Roadside With 

THERM 


www.presbuspublishing.com 




































































Presbus publishing 



BRITAIN’S 

Otyrnpic Hcpe 


Go-Ahead 


VOLVO AILSA 


ORDER NOWAND GET 
POST-FREE UK DELIVERY 


BET BUSES 


LONDON TRAM 


Come and visit our premises 

Customers are 
welcome to view 
our extensive 
mint-condition 
secondhand stock, 
appointment only 
please. 



We have limited stocks, so order 
now to avoid disappointment. 


1 TITLE 

PUBLISHER 

WAS 

NOW 

Alexander’s Buses 

Ian Allan 

£19.99 

£12.00 

AEC Buses since 1955 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£14.00 

AEC Regent V 

Ian Allan 

£19.99 

£12.00 

Badgerline 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£14.00 

BET Buses in the 1960s 

Ian Allan 

£19.99 

£12.00 

Britain’s Olympic Hope 

Presbus Publishing 

£12.50 

£8.00 

Bus Ancillary Vehicles 

Ian Allan 

£18.99 

£11.00 

Bus & Coach Preservation H’book 2010 

Presbus Publishing 

£14.95 

£3.00 

Central South Buses in the 1970s 

Presbus Publishing 

£8.50 

£4.00 

Colours of the South Downs 

Capital 

£19.95 

£12.00 

Cumberland Motor Services 

Venture 

£15.00 

£9.00 

Dennis Dominator 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£14.00 

GNR (1) Road Motor Services 

Venture 

£30.00 

£18.00 

Go-Ahead Group 

Ian Allan 

£19.99 

£12.00 

Independent Buses of South & West Wales 

Coastal Shiping 

£16.00 

£10.00 

Lodekka Alternatives 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£14.00 

London’s Classic Buses 

Capital 

£16.95 

£11.00 

London’s Night Buses Vol 1 

Capital 

£19.95 

£12.00 

London’s Night Buses Vol 2 

Capital 

£30.00 

£18.00 

London Transport 1949-1974 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£14.00 

Looking Back at Independent Double-Deckers 

Coastal Shiping 

£17.00 

£10.00 

Looking Back at PTE Buses 

Coastal Shiping 

£16.00 

£10.00 

Lost Voices of London Trams 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£14.00 

Midland Red in NBC Days 

Ian Allan 

£20.00 

£12.00 

North London Trams 

Capital 

£19.95 

£12.00 

Potteries Motor Traction a Retrospective 

Venture 

£25.00 

£14.00 

Prestige: Gelligaer 

Venture 

£9.95 

£6.00 

Prestige: Sheffield United Tours 

Venture 

£9.95 

£6.00 

Prestige: Trent 1 

Venture 

£8.99 

£6.00 

Prestige: Trent 2 

Venture 

£8.99 

£6.00 

Prestige: West Riding 2 

Venture 

£8.99 

£6.00 

South Wales Buses & Coaches Remembered 

Coastal Shiping 

£17.00 

£10.00 

Super Prestige: Hull 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Super Prestige: Richards Bros 

Venture 

£20.00 

£12.00 

Super Prestige: Shropshire Independents 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Super Prestige: Staffordshire Independents 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Super Prestige: West Mon 

Venture 

£15.95 

£9.00 

Swanbrook Motor Services 

Colin Martin 

£9.99 

£5.00 


Please include a telephone number with all orders! 


Volvo Ailsa 


Ian Allan £19.99 £12.00 




I© 


We accept payment by credit/debit cards 
and cheques payable to Presbus Publishing: 
Unit 12, Redland Close, Aldermans Green 
Industrial Estate, Coventry, CV2 2NP 


Order now for UK delivery 

Call us on: 024 7661 6930 publishing 


Presbus 


e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 
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subscriptions 




telephone 01442 820580 

e-mail bcp@webscribe.co.uk 

Unit 4, College Road Business Park, College Road North, Aston Clinton, HP22 5EZ 
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BIRMINGHAM 


BLACKPOOL 


Offer 


12 issues for the 
price of 10 when 
you subscribe 
today! 

Get a year’s ^ ^ 

subscription 

for only ■siiyAL 


Offer ends 10.02.18 - only open to new subscribers in the UK 


wrnnv CHRISTMAS FRO^*CPt 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 

I would like to take out a subscription to Bus & Coach Preservation, starting with the 
_issue, and claim my special offer. 

□ 12 issues-UK £46.00 □ 12 issues - Europe £81.20 □ 12 issues - ROW £91.20 

□ Quarterly Direct Debit - £13.80 per quarter (UK - 12 issues only) CODE: BCP209 


Gift Subscription Details (if required) 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:_Forename: 

Surname:_ 

Address:_ 

Post Code:_Country: _ 

Tel No:_ 

E-mail:_ 


Your Details 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:_Forename: 

Surname:_ 

Address:_ 

Post Code:_Country: _ 

Tel No:_ 

E-mail:_ 


Debit / Credit Card 


For credit/debit card orders, please call 01442 820580 


Cheque 


I enclose a cheque to the value of £ _ 

(please make cheque payable to Presbus Publishing - Eurocheques are not accepted) 

Offer ends 10.02.18 - only open to new subscribers. Subscriptions are non-refundable. 

From time to time, Presbus Publishing may contact you with information or offers regarding subscriptions and other 
products. If you do not wish to receive such information or offers, then please tick the following box □ 

INSTRUCTION TO YOUR BANK OR 44^VdIRECT 

BUILDING SOCIETY TO PAY BY DIRECT DEBIT V§^/ De b ' * 

Please fill in the whole form using a ball point pen and send to: 

Bus & Coach Preservation Subscriptions Department 

Unit 4, College Road Business Park, College Road North, Aston Clinton, HP22 5EZ. 
Tel: 01442 820580 Fax: 01442 827912 E-mailibcp@webscribe.co.uk 

Name and full postal address of your bank or building society 

Service Users Number: 


4 2 7 0 4 9 


Name of Bank / Building Society:_ 

Address of Bank / Building Society:_ 

_Post Code: 


Name of Account Holder: 


Bank / Building Society Account Number 












Branch Sort Code: 











Reference (office use only) 












Instruction to your Bank or Building Society 

Please pay Presbus Publishing Direct Debits from the account detailed in this instruction subject to the safeguards 
assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain with Presbus Publishing and, if so, 
details will be passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society. 


Signature: 


Date: 


Banks and building societies may not accept Direct Debit instructions for some types of account. 


—-=*£-■ 


-*$r- 




The Direct Debit Guarantee (this should be detached and retained by the payer) 

■ This Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that accept instructions to pay Direct Debits. 

■ If there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your Direct Debit (Webscribe Ltd) will notify you 10 
working days in advance of your account being debited or as otherwise agreed. If you request (Webscribe Ltd) to 
collect a payment, confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the time of the request. 

■ If an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit, by (Webscribe Ltd) or your bank or building society, you are 
entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from your bank or building society. 

■ If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back when (Webscribe Ltd) asks you to. 

■ You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting your bank or building society. Written confirmation may 
be required. Please also notify us. 





















































































































BUSES YEARBOOK 2018 



A YEAR OF GREAT CHANGE 

Fifty years on, Alan Millar considers the impact of the Transport 
Act 1968 and the creation of the British Leyland Motor 
Corporation. 

BOURNEMOUTH’S YELLOW BUSES 

Michael H C Baker takes a look at the evolution of 
Bournemouth’s buses. 

OUT OF AFRICA 

There was a time when British-style Double Deckers operated 
in parts of Africa. Stewart J Brown turns the clock back. 

TWENTY YEARS OF D & G 

Cliff Beeton charts the progress of a Potteries Independent. 

FIVE YEARS ON THE HAMMERSMITH ROAD 

David Jukes describes his experience of one of London’s 
shortest trunk routes. 

BUS BLUES 

Robert E Jowitt visits Oxford and Cambridge in an attempt to 
find up-to-date, if old fashioned, real printed information on 
timetables. 

AND MUCH MORE! 


Published annually since the early 1960s, the 
2018 edition of the Buses Yearbook is packed 
with a varied mix of articles and photo¬ 
features, both historic and contemporary, 
covering a wide range of subjects. 

128 PAGES HARDBACK 



ORDER 

DIRECT 







PLUS FREE P&P* 

*Free 2nd class P&P on all UK & BFPO 
orders. Overseas charges apply. 


781/17 


Alternatively, you can purchase your copy from selected 


WH Smith 


stores 


order online www.keypublishing.com/shop 


OR CALL UK: 01780 480404 - Overseas: +44 1780 480404 Monday to Friday 9am-5:30pm 







































































